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JAMES MACKAY, STRATHY HALL, 
COMRADE ARMS GEORGE WASHINGTON. 


WILLIAM HARDEN. 


The purpose this biographical sketch acquaint 
the reader with the truth the history one who, his 
lifetime, acted part useful service his fellow men; 
the colony Georgia when took arms under the lead- 
ership the founder this commonwealth; Great 
Britain her conflict with her enemy what was known 
the French and Indian War, where came close touch 
with “The Father his the same great Eng- 
lish government later when the colonies sought and 
gained their independence from that government; and who, 
notwithstanding all this, almost unknown the people 
Georgia the present time. Before taking ac- 
count his life, let inquire into the history his ante- 
cedents and learn something the clan from which 
descended. 

From book “The Scottish Clans and Their Tar- 
tans,” glean this account the Clan Mackay: 

“This Clan known the ‘seanachies’ ‘Clan 
Mhorguinn,’ Clan Morgan. the Book Deer 
(eleventh century) the Clan Morgan and their ‘toiseach,’ 
chief, granted lands the Abby Deer, Aberdeenshire, 
the eleventh century. The Clan are also called ‘Clan 
Aoidh,’ the Lowland form Mackie, and the Irish Magee. 
Manx they are simply Kay. There are least two clans 
Mackay, and Sutherlandshire clan. The 
Islay and Kintyre. 
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“The genealogy the Mackays Kintyre will 
found Collectanea Rebus Albanicis, 54. differs 
totally from that the Mackays the North. The latter 
are always called Clan Morgan the Gaelic ‘seanachies,’ 
and claim descended from the common ancestor 
the Forbeses and Urquharts, and about 1608 they adopted 
Lord Forbes’ arms with cadet differences (by permission 
Lord Forbes, whom Hugh Mackay Farr calls ‘his 
Dear Chief’). 

first historic Chief the Clan was Angus Du, who 
flourished 1380-1429. was called ‘Angus the Absolute’ 
from the fact his having 4000 men his command. 
Angus was old man when the fierce battle Drumna- 
coub was fought 1429, and the Clan was led Iain 
Abereigh, who gained great victory. Angus fell 
the hand skulking assassin, follower the Earl 
Sutherland, who shot him with arrow, the Historic 
Drumnacoub. The assassin was killed some years later 
grandson Angus Du. 

“In the enforced absence his brother Neil, who was 
confined the Bass Rock, Iain Abereigh, who had 
distinguished himself leader, acted chief his 
brother’s stead till 1437. 

“On his liberation Neil assumed his rightful position, 
which held till his death 1450. was succeeded 
his son Angus, who sided with the Keiths against the Gunns, 
and took part the cruel fight Bar Tannic, Caithness. 

“The Chief the Clan from 1614 1650 was Donald, 
whom Charles Ist raised the Peerage 1628, with the 
title Lord Reay. Hugh Mackay Farr, father Donald 
Lord Reay, said have been the first his family who 
turned Protestant. Lord Reay carried over regiment 
3000 men Germany the assistance the King and 
Queen Bohemia. afterwards engaged the service 
the King Denmark against Germany, and upon the 
King making peace with the conqueror, entered with his 
forces into the service Gustavus Adolphus, bringing new 
recruits and supplies men. (See Old Scot’s Brigade, 
Mackay Regiments page 251.) hearing the execution 
Charles Ist, felt much that took his bed, 
and died, abroad, about ten days after the execution—10th 
February, 1649. was buried Tongue Sutherlandshire. 

“In 1642 Lord Reay sold Strathnaver, the Earl 
Sutherland, redeem loans money which received 
discharge debts incurred transporting and maintaining 
12,000 men which recruited for foreign service assist 
the Protestant cause the great years’ war. During the 
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chiefship Eric, seventh Lord Reay, the early part 
last century the remaining portions the estate had 
sold, that the Mackays the North, Clan, have been 
for the best part century virtually landless. 

“During the Irish Rebellion 1798, the Mackays 
raised the celebrated Reay Fencible Regiment, 800 strong, 
which fought the battle Tara Hill, routing overwhelm- 
ing body the rebels. 

“The Mackays the South were powerful Islay 
and Kintyre, and fought under the banner the Lords 
the Isles, sharing their misfortunes and exile. recorded 
that there were one time eighteen landed proprietors 
Kintyre bearing the name Mackay. They were for 
centuries hereditary Crowners North Kintyre. The 
earliest Gaelic charter extant was granted Donald, Lord 
the Isles, Brian Vicar Mackay 1408. The Vicar 

“The Mackies, Mackeys, Macgies, Bains, Polsons and 
McPhails are regarded Mackays and are eligible for mem- 
bership the Clan Society. The Clan Mackay Society 
was founded 1806, copy the original rules being still 
preserved and resuscitated 1888. Its headquarters are 
Glasgow. The membership over 500, and the finances 
amount 1500 pounds. 

“The present Chief the Clan the Right Honourable 
Sir Donald James Mackay, eleventh Baron Reay Reay 
the peerage Scotland, Baron Reay Durness that 
the United Kingdom, and Baron Mackay Ophemert 
Holland. descended from Brigadier-General the Hon- 
ourable Aeneas Mackay, second son John, second Lord 
Reay, and was born Holland 22nd December, 1839.” 

Following this come account the branch 
the Mackay family, from which our hero descended. These 
extracts are from the “Life Lieut.-Gen. Hugh Mackay, 
Scoury,” etc., John Mackay, London, 1842. 

“Lieutenant-General Hugh Mackay Scoury was 
descended from Mackay Strathnaver, chief the Clan 
Mackay, the county Sutherland. From what country 
the Mackays originally migrated, and what precise period 
they settled the west and north-west coasts Sutherland, 
are questions which need not enlarge; may 
sufficient state that, the beginning the fourteenth 
century, they had attained such degree power and 
importance that Donald Mackay Strathnaver men- 
tioned among the chiefs who, the head their respective 
clans, fought under the banners Robert Bruce, Ban- 
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nockburn, 1314. Angus Mackay Strathnaver 
sometimes denominated Angus Dow, Dhu, from his dark 
complexion), supposed have been the great-grandson 
Donald, the same who described the continuator 
Fordun the leader four thousand Strathnavermen. 
fought bloody battle near Dingwall, with Donald, Lord 
the Isles, 1411, and soon after married Elizabeth 
the Isles, eldest sister Donald, and daughter John, 
Lord the Isles, Margaret, daughter King Robert 
2nd. The fifth descent from Angus was Hugh, lye 
Dow Mackay Strathnaver, who succeeded his father, 
Donald, 1572, quiet possession his family estate. 

“He was twice married, first his cousin Eupheme, 
daughter Hugh Macleod, laird Assynt Sutherland, 
and her had Donald Scoury. His second wife was 
daughter Sinclair, laird Dun Caithness, whom 
had two sons, Hugh Strathnaver, father the first 
Lord Reay, and William Bighouse, from whom are de- 
scended the present Bighouse family. Hugh, though the 
younger brother, was preferred Donald the division 
the paternal property, for reasons which the curious reader 
will find detailed Robert Mackay’s ‘History the Clan 
Mackay.’ Donald the first, Scoury, married daughter 
Munro, Assynt Ross-shire, brother Sir Hector Munro, 
the first baronet Foulis, and her had three sons, Hugh, 
Donald, and William. First, Hugh Mackay carried the 
line the family; second, Donald Borley, designed 
from having the lands Borley Wadset; and third, Wil- 
liam, Lieutenant-Colonel the service Gustavus Adol- 
phus, who was killed Lutzen, 1632, the same time with 
that renowned Protestant hero. 

“Hugh Scoury, Donald’s eldest son, was, 1643, 
appointed parliament commissioner for raising sup- 
plies, and 1648 member the committee war for the 
Sutherland. 1649, being with the 
royal army Balveny castle, was surprised and taken 
prisoner, together with his son-in-law, John Lord Reay; but, 
owing some unexplained cause, was permitted re- 
turn home peaceably, with the Strathnavermen, while his 
lordship was sent, custody, Edinburgh castle. the 
act 1650, for calling out all fencible men between the 
ages sixteen and sixty, was appointed colonel foot, 
which rank Charles 2nd confirmed him the Restor- 
ation. 1661, was reappointed commissioner for rais- 
ing supplies, and died, 1662, universally lamented 
man great probity and worth. married Ann, daugh- 
ter John Corbet Arkboll, Arboll, the county 
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Ross, and had issue four sons and several daughters; 
whom Barbara the eldest married her cousin, John, second 
Lord and from this marriage all the subsequent lords 
Reay have descended. William and Hector, the elder 
sons, were waylaid and murdered Caithness, the insti- 
gation, was supposed, persons distinction that 
county, against whom criminal letters were consequence 
yet wretched was the administration justice, 
and impotent the arm the law, that, though all the pre- 
liminary forms were gone through, the criminals were 
never brought trial.” 

From the foregoing have very complete account 
the Mackays Scoury, and their receiving the title 
Lords Reay. not necessary quote further from 
the full accounts hand this illustrious but this 
short extract from sketch giving the pedigree the senior 
branch the Scoury family special interest ac- 
count James Mackay’s life: 

“Captain Hugh’s eldest son, Patrick, after selling 
Siderra the Earl Sutherland, 1732, accompanied Gen- 
eral Oglethorpe, his colonizing expedition Georgia, to- 
gether with three his brothers.” 

The fact that four brothers, sons Captain Hugh Mac- 
kay, came Georgia and were closely touch with Ogle- 
thorpe, corroborated the records existence giving in- 
formation the subject the formation the famous 
regiment which rendered such excellent service the 
troubles between the Georgia colonists and the Spaniards 
Florida. The names are Hugh, Patrick, James and Charles. 
Hugh was Captain one the companies, and another 
the same name was Adjutant, and probably the son the 
Captain. 

The first time find any these gentlemen men- 
tioned Oglethorpe letter the Georgia Trustees, 
written board the ship Symonds, Tybee Road, Feb. 13, 
1735-6, which said: 

“The servants that are account Patrick Mackay 
and John Cuthbert are paid for the Trust them 
Provision labour will help supply the wants 
those hands mist Germany. With respect Hugh 
Mackay that contracted with and commands the 
party Altamaha,” &c. 

This sketch not the place for lengthy account the 
services rendered the regiment organized and commanded 
General Oglethorpe, but, these four brothers, includ- 
ing our hero, formed such important part that military 
body, trust that some incidents connected with their ser- 
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vices may not considered out order here. The story 
their conflicts with the soldiers Spain Florida has 
been often told that not necessary say anything 
more their praise; but excuse offered for the repro- 
duction this point the following letter, the nature 
report from Ensign Hugh Mackay his brother 
Scotland, dated Fort St. Andrews, Cumberland Island, 
August 10th, 1740. printed “Biographical Memorials 
-of James Oglethorpe,” Harris, pp. 232-235. 

“On the 9th June the General sent out flying party 
militia, Indians, and thirteen soldiers, all making one 
hundred and thirty-seven men, under the command Col- 
onel Palmer, Carolina gentleman, old Indian warrior, 
great personal resolution, but little conduct. Under him 
commanded the party, and had orders march from St. 
Diego, the headquarters, Moosa, three miles from St. 
Augustine, small fort which the Spaniards had held, but 
was demolished few days before, there show ourselves 
the Spaniards, and thereafter keep moving from one 
place another divert their attention, while the General 
took another route, and intended come Moosa five 
days. The orders were just, and might with safety exe- 
cuted, had regular officer commanded; but poor Colonel 
Palmer, whose misfortune was have very mean opinion 
his enemies, would means prevailed upon 
leave the old fort, but staid there, thinking the Spaniards 
durst not attack him. was mistaken, will appear 
presently. 

“Upon the 15th day June, about four the morning, 
were attacked detachment five hundred, from the 
garrison St. Augustine, composed Spaniards, negroes, 
and Indians, besides party horse line the paths, that 
none might escape. Apprehending that this would 
happen, obtained leave Palmer, and therefore 
ordered our drum beat arms three o’clock every 
morning and have our men readiness till was clear 
day. Thus was upon the fatal 15th June, have said, 
when the Spaniards attacked with very smart fire from 
their small arms, which Colonel Palmer fell the first. 
returned the fire with the greatest brisknesss that can im- 
and the firing continued for some time; but, un- 
luckily, were penned demolished fort; there was 
room extend. The Spaniards endeavored get the 
ruinous gate; and our party defended the same with the 
utmost bravery. Here was terrible slaughter both 
sides; but the Spaniards, who were five times our number, 
got last, dint strength, the better which, when saw, 
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and that some prisoners were made, ordered many 
party then were alive draw off. had great difficulty 
get clear, for the Spaniards surrounded the fort all 
sides. However, the assistance God, got our way 
made drew sight the enemy, and retired, with- 
out being pursued, till were safety. had more 
than twenty-five men, and some them very ill wounded, 
which number was for received three wounds the 
fort gate, but they were slight ones. Several the poor 
Highlanders who were the engagement, and fought like 
lions, lost their lives—some them your acquaintances.” 

Oglethorpe’s regiment, after honorable and success- 
ful career, but, like all organizations, having its periods 
trouble and dissensions, disbanded under circumstances 
very distressing its commander. That matter thus 
graphically related Mr. Thomas Spalding, Sketch 
the Life General James Oglethorpe, the volume 
the Collections the Georgia Historical 

“There still remained one blow which was afflict 
him sorely. had recruited his own regiment, selected 
his own and they had followed him undismayed 
the enemies that surrounded him, the treachery ap- 
parent friends. had children, and had learned 
feel for these companions arms father’s love. These 
were now torn from his command. His regiment, 
the will the court and the Duke Cumberland, was 
disbanded and scattered through the wilds America.” 

little farther his account Mr. Spalding states 
that Captain Mackay was sent Virginia with two com- 
panies fight the Western tribes. other inference 
can drawn therefrom than that the companies were 
those composing the recently disbanded regiment. not 
know whether, after reaching their field action, they were 
consolidated under one commander; but know that 
independent company from Georgia, unquestionably made 
soldiers that regiment and commanded Captain 
James Mackay, was sent Virginia for service the French 
and Indian War; and here become with 
that officer, and the information concerning his life 
soldier becomes more minute and more interesting. 

The fact that Captain James Mackay, officer merit 
and experience Oglethorpe’s regiment, took active 
part the French and Indian War, and became inti- 
mately associated with George Washington actual war- 
fare years before the American Revolution, not generally 
known. True, the fact that man named Mackay was 
command company that War and was with Wash- 
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ington Great Meadows has been mentioned certain 
writers, but the idea was formed and has been generally 
received true that the company was South Carolina 
organization, and very little credit has been given either 
the little band its leader. 

Considerable light has been thrown this subject 
through the “Official Records Robert Dinwiddie, Lieu- 
tenant-Governor the Colony Virginia,” published 
the Virginia Historical Society, from which quotations will 
now freely made. 

the March, 1754, Governor Dinwiddie, 
letter Horatio Sharpe, Governor Maryland, mentioned 
that had received information that the Governor New 
York desired two the independent companies there sent 
the Ohio, and that six companies were then being raised, 
under Col. Joshua Fry, and almost immediately the 
question arose the difference standing the officers 
the militia the Colony Virginia and the Captains 
the King’s Independent Companies from Carolina and 
Georgia. Without positive knowledge the subject, 
seems, from letter Dinwiddie Gov. Glen, South 
Carolina, that the two companies were sent out the 
latter, though one was from Georgia—that Capt. Mackay. 
any rate, know, from what has gone before, that 
Mackay was Georgian, and his company, though usually 
said from South Carolina, also sometimes referred 
The difference the accounts probably arose from the fact 
that the two independent companies, one from each the 
colonies, were under orders march from Governor Glen. 

The fact that the combination troops raised 
colony and corps known independent King’s com- 
pany was questionable one, hinted the following 
letter introduction Capt. Mackay Col. Fry Gov. 
Dinwiddie: 

“May 4th, 1754. 


“The Bearer hereof, Capt. Jas. McKay, Com’ds 
Independ’t Compa. His M’y’s Service, and order’d 
the Aid and Assistance the present Expedition the 
Ohio. You are appointed Com’d’r Chief the 
Expedition, but not usual have the regular forces 
under His M’y’s imediate Com’o. under the Com’d 
Officer America appointed any the Gov’rs, yet, 
that there may Misunderstanding Delay the 
Expedit’n, You shew due regard these 
Troops His M’y, and shew this Officer and the others 
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that Station much Indulgence Your Power. 
wish Success all Y’r proceedings,” &c. 

Apparently the same day the Governor addressed 
another letter Col. Fry, which announced that “The 
Independ’t Compa. from So. Car. arrived Hampton, 
compleat 100 Private Men, will re-embark Monday for 
Alex’a,” &c. the same time wrote Col. George 
Washington, repeating the above announcement, and added 
that the company would, after reaching Alexandria, “thence 
proceed imediately and join Colo. Fry and You.” Further 
that letter made this important statement, showing 
that Capt. Mackay had the reputation thoroughly 
capable officer, and again expressing his anxiety concerning 
the mingling colonial troops with independent King’s 
company: hope Capt. McKay, who Com’ds the Inde- 
pend’t Compa., will soon with You. And appears 
Officer some Experience and Importance, You 
will, with Colo. Fry and Colo. Innes, well agree not 
let some Punctillios ab’t Com’d render the Service You are 
all engag’d obstructed.” 


Governor Dinwiddie certainly omitted nothing that 
could done place before the officers who were take 
part the proposed expedition all the particulars the 
duties required them. the same day gave instruc- 
tions Capt. Mackay follows: 


“May 4th, 1754. 

“An Expedit’n being commenc’d and now carrying 
the river Ohio, agreeably His M’y’s Orders me, Six 
Compa’s from This Dom’n and five Compa’s from No. Car. 
being now their March, tho’t proper give the Com’d 
the Expedit’n the direct’n Colo. Joshua Fry. His 
M’y having tho’t proper and necessary that His Indep’nd’t 
Compa. under Y’r Com’d sh’d employ’d the Expedit’n, 
and under direction, therefore order you 
Embark Y’r Compa. now Hampton board Sloop 
engag’d) proceed Alex’a the Head Potom’k river; 
W’n You arrive there, apply Maj’r Carlyle, who has 
Orders supply Y’r Compa. with such Necessaries suitable 
for Y’r March join the other Forces. Y’r arrival with 
them, You are join Colo. Fry, who appointed Com’dr 
Chief this Expedit’n, And Unanimity are proper 
rules for Success, doubt not You will promote the same 
the utmost Your Power. the other Parts Y’r 
duty conducting and managing Y’r Compa., have not 
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the least doubt of, esteem You very good officer. May 
you retain Y’r Health, and Success attend our just designs, 
the sincere wish Y’r most hble. 


The next two letters, bearing date the same day, show 
how anxious Gov. Dinwiddie was provide for the com- 
fort the company. 


Governor Dinwiddie Major Carlyle: 


“May 4th (1754). 

“The Independ’t Compa. 100 Private Men from So. 
Car. being arriv’d Hampton, w’ch expect will re-embark 
hir’d Sloop for Alex’a Monday next, and they will 
want Tents, Provisions and other Necessaries, must 
desire You furnish them and give them all proper Assist- 
ance, taking Capt. McKay’s receipt, for w’ch Y’r Acc’t shall 
fully Pray get tents for the So. Car. Compa. not 
possible done Time, You must let them have Blank- 
ets, and sure provide Wagons for their Provisions, and 
those No. Carolina. 

am, with kind respects S’r.” 


Governor Dinwiddie Colonel Hunter: 
“Sir: 


“This will delivered You Capt. McKay, Com’dr 
the Compa. Soldiers now arrived from So. Carolina. 
desire You will Supply him with necessary Provisions 
carry the Compa. Alex’a. hope You have put board 
the Sloop Gun Powder, the shot and Flints sent from 
this Yesterday, And, daily look for two Compa’s from 
York, must still desire the Favo. You have Some 
Vessell Y’r Eye transport them Alex’a. Capt. McKay 
will give You Bill Excha for which please send 
soon You can. Express this day from the 
Ohio brings Acc’t that the French have landed Number 
Men there and taken Possess’n the Fort, but hope 
our Forces are collected Body, shall able 
dislodge them. Wife and Girls join kind respects 
good Mrs. Hunter, 

And Sincerely.” 


remarkable how many times this company was 
mentioned the correspondence the Governor Vir- 
Mr. Capel Hanbury, the firm John Capel Hanbury, 
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six days after the date the five just mentioned, namely, 
May 10, 1754. appears just personal letter from 
one friend another, but relates gossipy way the news 
the times. says: 

“His M’y order’d two Independ’t Compa’s from 
and one from So. Carolina; them from York are not yet 
arriv’d, tho’ sent the Order the Gov’r that Colony 
the Mar.; their Delay unaccountable. The Compa. 
from So. Caro. arriv’d here only last Week, but View 
was build Fort Mark Possession, sent out 
Compa. one Trent begin the Fort.” 

the Earl Holderness wrote the same time 
letter which mentioned that there was trouble appre- 
hended from the Indians place called Red Stone Creek 
had sent some troops from North Carolina, and 
added: 

“The Independ’t Compa. from So. Carolina arriv’d here 
few days since, and they have Orders march the 
above Place.” 

Information the like nature given letters the 
10th May the Lords for Trade, the Earl Halifax, the 
Lords the Treasury, the Earl Granville, and Gov. Glen, 
South Carolina. the last named said: 

“Y’r Compa. arriv’d after very tedious Passage, and 
this Day are embarking two Sloops carry them 
Alex’a, from thence march the above Place.”—Red 
Stone Creek. 

notified Col. Fry, the 25th May, that “Next 
Week the Independ’t Compa. from So. Carolina will march 
from hence (Winchester) join you, and hope they will 
soon follow’d two Compa’s regulars from York.” 

now reach that point where the friendship between 
Washington and Captain James Mackay began. They are 
about meet, and the Governor wrote Col. Washington 
the 25th May that “The Capt. the Independ’t Compa. 
from Car. now here, and his Corps consisting 100 fine 
men expected Sunday then added that other troops 
were expected, and advises him that shall hasten them all 
you they arrive.” Four days after, Gov. Dinwiddie 
informed Col. Fry that “Capt. McKay, with his Independ’t 
Compa. sets off To-morrow, and they have made quicker 
Marches from Alexa. Hither than the Corps Your regim’t 
has done, and promise hold with their Vigour, 
hopes they will soon join you,” and the first June 
congratulated Col. Washington his success the matter 
encounter with Force and his party, hoped would 
not make any hazardous attempts against too numerous 
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enemy, and added: “When Colo. Fry’s Corps and Capt. 
McKay’s Compa. join You, You will enabled act with 
better Vigour.” The next day wrote Capt. Mackay 
from Winchester these words: “Tho’ well persuaded 
Y’r diligence, yet Colo. (Washington) very 
dangerous Situation, can’t help bespeaking Y’r most 
expeditious Endeavours join him. have order’d Maj’r 
Muse leave the Convoy and proceed immediately the 
Camp, and expect You will overtake near Will’s 
Creek, desire when You that You will leave with 
proper Escort, and join the Camp with all possible dispatch. 
Our vigorous Efforts now may probably defeat our Enemies’ 
Designs, and You may assur’d, Sir, shall all imagin- 
able Justice Y’r Merit recommendation.” 

much has been said about Col. Joshua Fry 
this point that may well turn aside now and have 
few words concerning this man some military experience 
whose name suddenly drops out this story. the 2nd 
June, 1754, Gov. Dinwiddie wrote letter Col. George 
Washington, which gave information that medals 
had been forwarded for Washington, Col. Fry and others 
(certain Indian Chiefs) “to wear tokens His Majesty’s 
but that very time Col. Fry was dead. His death 
occurred two days before, May and all that know 
the volumes the Dinwiddie correspondence, and then Li- 
brarian and Secretary the Virginia Historical Society, 
from which these words are taken: 

“Commissioned Colonel and entrusted with the com- 
mand the Virginia forces the expedition against the 
French 1754, died May 31st, while conducting 
the Ohio, and was buried near Will’s Creek, now Cumber- 
land Creek.” 

The only thing said relation the death Col. Fry 
Gov. Dinwiddie was this statement letter from him 
Washington, dated Winchester, June 4th: “On the 
death Colo. Fry, have tho’t proper send You the 
Com’o. Com’d the Virg’a regiment, and another 
for Maj’r Muse, Lieut. Colo.” 

the meeting Washington and Mackay rapidly ap- 
proaches, our intense interest becomes centered the dis- 
pute which seemed inevitable between these two 
officers their relative standing rank the ser- 
vice which they were about enter upon. The first in- 
timation have any trouble this point the letter 
from which have just quoted, which the Governor con- 
tinued follows: 
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“The Capt. and Officers the Independ’t Compa’s hav- 
ing their Com’o’s signed His M’y, imagine they claim 
distinguish’d rank, and being long trained Arms expect 
suitable regards. You will therefore consult and agree 
with Y’r Officers shew them particular marks esteem, 
w’ch will avoid such Causes Uneasiness otherwise 
might obstruct His M’y’s Service, wherein all are alike 
and must answer for any ill Consequences 
unhappy Disagreement. You cannot believe the Uneasiness 
and Anxiety have had for the Tardiness the Detachm’t 
under Col’o Fry’s Com’d not joining You some time 
since,” &c. 

Col. Fry was succeeded Col. James Innes, whom 
the Governor gave special instructions, including the fol- 
lowing: 

“You are, before You enter any Action Attack 
extraordinary Enterprize, annoy circumvent the 
Enemy, call Council War, consist the Field 
Officers and Capt’s the Independ’t Compa’s; which 
Council You are form Plan Operations and issue 
Your Orders accordingly,” and repeated the words used 
Washington about the question concerning commissions 
officers. 

issued additional instructions Col. Innes which 
stated positively that the independent companies were 
under his command, but were received “in particular 
manner.” 

Washington and Mackay met; but the circumstances at- 
tending the meeting are not our possession. That was 
pleasant have reason doubt. That the former was 
apprehensive that trouble might come upon the slightest 
provocation certainly and clearly shown the letter 
wrote the Governor Virginia after the meeting took 
place; but the reader can draw his own conclusion after 
perusal the document itself which, with the exception 
the first paragraph, now given. The short postscript 
most significant: 


Colonel Washington Governor Dinwiddie: 


“10th June, 1754. 
“Hon’ble Sir: 


“Your Honour may depend shall myself, and will en- 
deavor make officers shew Capt. McKay all the 
respect due his Rank and merit, but should have been 
particularly oblig’d your Honour had declar’d whether 
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was under Command Independent it; however, 
shall studious avoid all disputes that may tend 
publick prejudice, but far able, will inculcate 
harmony and unanimity. hope Capt. McKay will have 
more sense than insist upon any unreasonable distinction, 
tho’ and His have Com’ns from his Majesty; let him 
consider tho’ are greatly inferior respect profitable 
advantages, yet have the same Spirit serve our 
Gracious King they have, and are ready and willing 
sacrifice our lives for our Country’s them; and here 
once more and for the last time, must say this Will 
cancer that will grate some Officers this Regiment be- 
yond all measure, serve upon such different terms, when 
their Lives, their Fortunes, and their Characters are equally, 
and dare say effectually expos’d those who are happy 
enough have King’s Commissions. have been solicitious 
this head, have earnestly endeavor’d reconcile the 
Officers their appointment, and flatter myself have 
succeeded, having heard mention thereof latterly. con- 
the pernicious consequences that would have at- 
tended disunion, therefore, was too much attached 
Country’s Interest suffer ripen after rec’d your 
advising Letters, (and have been) particularly carefui 
discovering foolish desire com(mandin)g him, neither 
have inter-medled with his C(ompany) the least, 
given any directions concerning it, only those General. The 
Word, Counter- Sign- and place repair case 
Alarm, none which thinks sh’d receive. have 
testified him the most serious manner the pleasure 
sh’d take consulting and advising with him upon all 
occasions, and very sensible, with him shall never 
differ when your Honour decides this, which 
your own discernment and consideration will make appear, 
the impossibility Med’m, the Nature the things will 
not allow it. 

must known who Command before Orders 
will observ’d, and very confident your Honour will 
see the absurdity and consider the Effects Capt. McKay’s 
having the direction the regiment, for would certainly 
the hardest thing Life are double and trible 
duty, and neither entitled the Pay Rank Soldiers. 
That the first column the Virginia Regiment has done 
more for the Interest the Expedition than any Company 
corps that will hereafter arrive, will obvious them 
all. This Hon’ble Sir, Capt. McKay did not hesitate one 
moment allow since has seen work have 
upon the Roads, &c. shall part tomorrow. shall con- 
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tinue March Red Stone, while the Company remains 
here, but this Sir found absolutely necessary for the 
Publick Interest. Capt. McKay says that not his 
power oblige his Men work upon the Road unless 
will engage them Shilling Sterling Day, which not 
choose do, and suffer them March their ease, 
whilst our faithful Soldiers are laboriously employ’d, carry’s 
the poor fellows were declare the hardship it. also 
declares that this not particular his Company 
only, but that Soldiers subject martial law can 
oblig’d for less. therefore, shall continue en- 
deavour compleat the work have begun, with poor 
shall have the whole credit, none others have 
assisted. hope from what has been said your honour will 
see the necessity giving your speedy orders this head, 
and sensible you will consider the Evil tendency that 
will accompany Capt’n McKay’s com’g, for sorry 
observe this what always hop’d enjoy—the Rank 
Officers, which sir, much dearer than the Pay. 
“Capt’n McKay brought none the Cannon, very little 
Ammunition, ab’t Days allowance Flower, and 
Beeves. Since have spun Letter this enormous size, 
must little further and beg your Honour’s patience 
peruse it. much find our Stores slow 
advancing. God knows when shall (be) able any- 
thing for deserve better our Country. am, Hon’ble 
Sir, with the most sincere and unfeign’d Regard, 
Y’r Honour’s most Ob’t and most H’ble Serv’t. 
WASHINGTON.” 
“The contents this Letter profound secret.” 


The matter which the foregoing letter treats became 
embarrassing that Governor Dinwiddie had adjust 
the manner indicated the two letters immediately 


Governor Dinwiddie Governor Sharpe: 


“June 20th, 1754. 

“To quell the great Feud subsisting between the Inde- 
pend’t Compa’s and our Forces regard rank, have 
formed the following regulation: Colo. Innes Com’d 
Chief, Colo. Washington have the second Com’d, Capt. 
Clark, the Compa’s, have Com’o., Lieut. 
Colo. Com’d; Capt. McKay, the Caro. 
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Compa., have Lieut. Colo’s Com’o., and fourth 
Com’d the Expedition. This Expedient was agreed 
Capt. Clark, and was the only Method c’d think 
keep Harmony amongst them. Pray give your 
Opinion thereon. distraction Confusion among our 
Forces ruining the Expedition, and give the 
Enemy Advantages our Divisions. (1) therefore hope 
the above will thorowly reconcile all Disputes. shall 
glad hear frequently from you. With Complim’ts 
Messrs. Tasker and Calvert, most sincerely, and with 
great Truth, 
Y’r Exc’s most h’ble Serv’t.” 


Governor Dinwiddie Colonel Washington: 


June 25th, 1754. 
“Sir: 

“This will, hope, you Colo. James 
Innes, who has Com’o. Com’d Chief the expedi- 
tion, w’ch dare say will very agreeable You, and 
hopes w’n all the Forces are collected together 
Body You will able turn the Tables the French and 
Dislodge them from the Fort, and Time take full 
possession the Ohio river. afraid Disputes 
from the Officers the Independ’t Companies, prevent 
that, have order’d Colo. Innes Com’d Chief, and You 
are second Com’d; have sent Briveate Com’o 
Lieut. Colo., Capt Clark third Com’d and the 
same Capt. McKay fourth Com’d this Expe- 
dit’n, and have desir’d Colo. Innes allow their Lieut’s 
rank with our Capt’s; this only Feathers their Caps 
prevent any ill Blood regard rank, Unanimity 
the only Step towards Success Y’r Exped’n, and doubt 
not all the officers will perceive meaning this regulat’n. 
have directed His M’y’s Present sent out given 
among the Ind’s, Colo. Innes may think proper, with Y’r 
Advice. have given orders keep You duely supplied 
with Provisions, and great Hopes w’n joined 
Body You will proper Match for the French, 
Hopes you will have good number our friendly Ind’s 
Y’r Assistance. have more add, but recommend- 
ing you the Protect’n God and wishing Success attend 
all Your Undertakings, rem’n Truth, 

S’r, Y’r most h’ble serv’t.” 


frequent are the references Capt. Mackay and his 
company the correspondence Governor Dinwiddie 
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from the 18th June the 15th August, 1754, that 
further extracts will made except that considered 
best give the following full, account its im- 
portance relation the same matter priority rank. 
will seen that the first given Capt. Mackay, 
but, from the facts that Mackay referred it, and the 
only letter that find written the Governor the 10th 
was one from Washington, does not seem clear that was 
intended for Mackay. 


Governor Dinwiddie Captain Mackay: 


“June 27th, (1754). 

Y’r Lett’r the 10th June, from Will’s Creek. 
sorry You were detain’d there for want Flower, but 
hope this will find you joined with Colo. Washington’s 
Forces, and doubt not before this reaches you, Colo. Innes 
with You, who has full Instruct’s for conducting the 
Expedition, and doubt not You and the other Officers 
lay aside any little Punctilios rank. have done all 
Power reconcile these Things, therefore, hope You will 
unanimous doing Every Thing for the Service, and 
Y’r Corps are maintained this Colony, think that they 
will assist clearing the roads and building the Forts, 
occasion may require. The Conduct each Corps will 
represented (at) Home, and have not the least doubt 
Capt. Mackay’s exerting himself this occasion. 
you heard from Hands about the Cherokees without 
Foundation. Capt. Legg has been here, and does not men- 
tion one Sylable thereof. They had taken Canoe, with four 
French Men, going the Ohio; They killed one and took 
two Prisoners. this Expedit’n (by) the immediate 
Order from His M’y, and the Conduct thereof left with me, 
have nothing more Heart than that may meet with 
Success, w’ch greatly depends the resolution and unan- 
imity the Forces. wish You Health, and Sincerely, 

S’r Y’r and humble 


Postscript letter from Governor Dinwiddie Col. 
Innes, dated 27th June, 1754: 


“Ask Capt. MacKay thinks this Expedition 
Powers from the King does not enable give Com’o 
superior (his and) which must obey, and (say that) 
and his Compa. immediately recommended 
under Com’d, and Course, whoever may appoint.” 
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there not existence single line show that 
Colonel Washington and Capt. Mackay ever had word 
dispute over the question the relative positions the 
two comrades the ranks during their term service, 
may rightly draw the conclusion which has always held 
true the former that they were both men good judg- 
ment and general rule even temper. 

Both Col. Washington and Capt. Mackay were cap- 
tured Great Meadows 1754, and the latter remained 
the service another year, when retired and returned 
Georgia. That did not re-enter the service are sure. 
Sir James Wright, the Royal Governor Georgia, report 
the Earl Dartmouth the condition the Province 
Georgia, dated September 20th, 1773, said the old fort 
Frederica: “There still some remains good tabby 
walls, &c., but there has been men there since the Inde- 
pendent Company were broke the year 1767, and now 
going decay very fast.” The Independent Company com- 
manded Capt. Mackay returned Georgia September, 
1757, though had retired 1755, and the source from 
which this information derived proves the statement 
already made that, notwithstanding the fact that went 
Virginia under the direction the Governor South Caro- 
lina, was truly Georgia organization.* 

That Captain Mackay army Virginia 
take part the political affairs the Province Georgia 
cannot doubted. know that gave his commis- 
sion 1755. the 30th September that year, John 
Reynolds being Governor, James Mackay was sworn 
one his Council, appointed the King; and that office 
held under successive administrations, until the conclu- 
sion the War the Revolution, all times remaining 
loyal the government Great Britain. 

1748 obtained possession five hundred acres 
land the Parish St. Philip, which gave the 
name “Strathy Hall,” and later acquired another tract 
which called “Pinkey being names 
places held the Mackays Scotland. Afterwards 
acquired lands adjoining Strathy Hall increasing that posses- 
sion acres. St. Philip’s Parish became Bryan County 
the year 1793, and Strathy Hall has since then passed 
through the hands several possessors, the owner this 
time being Mr. Habersham Clay. Documents written 
connection with the life Capt. Mackay bear testimony 
the fact that was held the highest esteem his 


*Gov. Dinwiddie Col. Bouquet, Va. Hist’l Collections, 
S., vol iv, Dinwiddie Papers, vol. ii, 703. 
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contemporaries, and that was man the strictest in- 
tegrity, faithful the trusts committed him, honorable 
all his dealings with his fellow men, and that was intel- 
lectually inferior none the leaders Georgia’s political 
affairs his day, among whom were many whose names 
have been preserved and are held our view objects 
esteem and veneration, while his name has almost passed into 
oblivion. 

That was looked upon person distinction and 
noble bearing, well note here that was, some 
the written statements coming down us, called “The 
honourable Captain James Mackay, Esquire, Strathy 
Hall.” 

Among the very important matters intrusted his 
care and management was the marking the boundary lines 
separating the Indians from the white people. The story 
his service this matter told this notice the 
business the only newspaper then printed Georgia: 

From the Georgia Gazette, Wednesday, December 
14th, 1768: 

“Last Monday evening the Hon. James Mackay, and 
William returned from marking the 
Indian Line, which now finished for William’s Creek, fifty 
miles above Augusta, the flowing the tides Saint 
Mary’s River, and here must not omit justice the 
uncommon address shown Mr. McGillivray treating 
with the Indians Deputies; nor was unassisted Capt. 
Mackay, who all occasions displayed the most solid judg- 
ment, and joined his opinion with the greatest harmony. 
short, the ardour, unwearied diligence, and unanimity with 
which these gentlemen have conducted this interesting and 
important business, calls the strongest manner for the 
public thanks, and must them lasting honour the 
opinion all well-wishers their country.” 

will not attempt enumerate the incidents the 
life this good man from the time his retirement from 
active military employment until the end his earthly exis- 
tence which came his absence from home with none 
his family friends around his couch receive his last 
words love, injunction and advice. The official records 
tell the faithfulness with which attended the meet- 
ings the Board Governor and Council, and his active 
and careful performance the duties required him 
member important committees. 

His service one the Royal Council ended probably 
about the spring 1779. the 6th January that 
year the Governor, Sir James Wright, sent memorial, 
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behalf himself and other loyalists, Lord George Ger- 
main, Principal Secretary State for America, the pre- 
amble which showed: 

“That several your memorialists who were officers 
the Crown the Province (Georgia) aforesaid account 
their zeal for the support His Majesty’s authority and 
government there, and for the active part they took oppo- 
sition the rebellion, when first broke out, rendered 
themselves obnoxious the rebels, and have since differ- 
ent times been under the necessity quitting that Province 
and leaving their property which very considerable be- 
hind them the mercy the rebels.” 

The next month there was filed the Public Record 
Office London List Officers His Majesty’s Pro- 
vince Georgia and Their Present Places Residence.” 
that time, well the date the memorial just re- 
ferred to, Sir James Wright was himself London, was 
also John Graham, Lieutenant-Governor. Out the eight 
members the Council only one was Georgia, and James 
Mackay, the first the list, was South Carolina. The 
name Mackay does not again appear the records 
the Loyalist Government, and his activities that body must 
have ended about that time. 

now come the final scene the life the subject 
this and for the description his last moments 
are indebted the greatest Americans, even the “Father 
his Country” 

Towards the last the year 1785 the health Capt. 
Mackay began fail, and left his home, sailing 
vessel, sea voyage, intending some point 
Rhode Island. Reaching the place marked out the end 
the journey, and finding his health not improved, 
abandoned the idea return trip water, and took the 
land route for home. Arrived Alexandria, Virginia, 
very man, thought his former comrade arms and 
fellow prisoner, General Washington, and sent messenger 
request him come his bedside. Washington did not 
receive the message until the end had come, and the story 
that end told him all that ever has been recorded, 
except that this very brief notice appeared the Georgia 
Gazette Thursday, December 29, 1785: 

“Died lately, Alexandria Virginia, James Mackay, 
this State.” 

The account given Washington contained 
letter Scottish gentleman, and is, with the exception 
the last paragraph, reproduced here from The Writings 
Washington, edited Sparks, vol. xii, 303. 
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General George Washington Robert Sinclair, Scot- 
land: 


“Philadelphia, May, 1792. 

have received your letter the 12th December, 
which you request information respecting Captain James 
Mackay, and likewise respecting the part this country, 
which would the most eligible for forming establish- 
ment farmer planter. The only information 
power give you the first head is, that acquaintance 
with Captain Mackay commenced the army, the year 
1754, when Commanded the troops, which were sent 
prevent the encroachments the French upon the western 
boundaries the then colonies. Captain Mackay then com- 
manded Independent Company, either from Georgia 
South Carolina, and was captured with army 
French and Indians, place called the Great Meadows. 
1755, left the service, sold out, and went Georgia. 

heard nothing him from that time till about five 
six years ago, when went water from Georgia 
Rhode Island account his health. his return 
Georgia land, was seized either the complaint for 
which had gone Rhode Island, some other dis- 
order, and died not house your letter 
mentions. was not informed his being Alexandria 
until after his death, which was circumstance that re- 
gretted much, not only account the regard which had 
for him, from our former acquaintance, but because under- 
stood that was then his way pay visit, and had 
expressed anxious desire see before died. 
not know whether Captain Mackay left any family not; 
for, from the time his quitting the service until his death, 
observed before, knew nothing him. have, how- 
ever, been informed, that was possessed handsome 
property Georgia.” 

Robert Sinclair, whom the letter was addressed, must 
have been relation Capt. Mackay, the history 
the family the beginning this article reference made 
such connection. 

Captain James Mackay had three daughters, Mary, who 
married Hugh Clark and died before her father; Ann, who 
married James Maxwell, and Barbara who married Roger 
Kelsall. Many descendants these are living Georgia 
and elsewhere. Among them are the Arnolds and Talbots 
Rhode Island and one time Bryan County this 
State; Miss Townes, Greenwood, C.; the wife and 
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children Mr. Wm. Nichols, Savannah, and others 
too numerous mention. 

The Mackay mansion Strathy Hall was destroyed 
long ago. The only traces remaining the home are some 
ancient live oaks which were probably there during the 
lifetime Capt. James Mackay, and two pictures them 
are given illustrations this article. 


FORT PULASKI 


CHARLES OLMSTEAD. 


The autumn and early winter 1860 were crowded 
with startling events day day and step step the 
country moved toward the great convulsion that awaited it. 

Perhaps nothing more profoundly stirred the people 
South Carolina and Georgia than the action Major Robt. 
Anderson, when the night Dec. 26th, 1860, aban- 
doned his position Fort Moultrie Sullivan’s Island and 
threw his command into Fort Sumter, fortress dominating 
the very doorway Charleston Harbor. The holding this 
work the United States government was absolutely in- 
compatible with the separate independence South Caro- 
lina. was felt that much the State might desire peace- 
able withdrawal from the Union would committed 
war the fact that the entrance her chief port and com- 
mercial metropolis was possession another power 
-from which could taken only force arms. What- 
ever other events may have assisted bringing about the 
war, this one alone would have rendered certain. 

The feeling was intense all over the State, and was 
scarcely less Georgia whose chief seaport would 
blocked like manner should garrison thrown the 
United States government into Fort Pulaski, near the mouth 
the Savannah River. 

The Fort that time was charge single non- 
commissioned Ordnance officer, but was evident that, with 
free access from the sea, any morning might bring about its 
occupancy government troops, and much uneasiness pre- 
vailed. 

Hon. Joseph Brown was then Governor Georgia, 
man resolute will, fine intellectual powers and intense 
Southern feeling, living embodiment, indeed, the doc- 
trine States Rights. Colonel Alexander Lawton, (so 
well known throughout the Confederacy afterwards 
Brigadier General under “Stonewall Jackson,” and Quar- 
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termaster General Richmond) commanded the Volun- 
teer Regiment Georgia which consisted all the infantry 
companies Savannah and the Chatham 

The writer this paper was Adjutant the Regiment, 
and the forenoon January 2d, 1861, was summoned 
attend the Colonel his office Bay street. reaching 
the room found Governor Brown conference with Col. 
Lawton; several the Regimental Captains were present, 
also Mr. Prioleau Hamilton, General Henry Jackson, 
and some other gentlemen whose names have passed from 
memory. was earnest, grave assembly, every one there 
apparently deeply impressed the weight and importance 
the business hand. For some us, probably for the 
first time, there had come realizing sense the possibili- 
ties the immediate future. 

The Governor was the point leaving the room, 
and reached the door turned and said effect, 
repetition instructions already given, “Colonel, you will 
take possession the Fort tomorrow.” 

Col. Lawton then drew rough memorandum the 
order desired give, and charged the Adjutant with its 
prompt promulgation. The three companies chosen for the 
expedition were the Chatham Artillery, Captain Joseph 
Claghorn; Savannah Volunteer Guards, Captain John 
Screven; and Oglethorpe Light Infantry, Captain Francis 
Bartow, and may said passing that more repre- 
sentative selection could have been made the manhood 
and military spirit the State. 

The remainder the day was spent preparation and 
early the following morning, January 3rd, 1861, the 
troops embarked the little government steamer Ida, 
the foot West Broad street, Col. Lawton taking charge 
the expedition person. Great enthusiasm prevailed all 
over the city, especially the splendid body young men 
who made this small force, and their brother soldiers 
the regiment who were waiting their turn 
for similar duty. 

How many these, alas, were lay down their lives 
the titanic struggle that was before the country. 

Fifty-six years have passed since that eventful morning 
and but few that little band are left, yet those who are 
still here doubtful whether any memory those 
troublous times more vivid than that the march over 
the draw bridge, through the portcullis, the interior the 
Fort. all was the actual dividing line that sepa- 
rated from peaceful ante-bellum days, the beginning 
new and unknown era life. There was every heart 
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keen consciousness this combined with uncertainty for 
the future and pride for the present being permitted 
take part the making history. 

Fort Pulaski situated Cockspur Island between the 
north and south channels the Savannah River, command- 
ing them both. The Fort irregular pentagon sur- 
rounded broad moat. The gorge faces the west and 
covered earthwork also protected moat. Two 
faces guard the north channel and two the south—these 
last having also bearing Tybee Island from whence the 
attack was come later. There was one tier casemates 
opening the parade large double doors, and plat- 
forms had been arranged for another tier guns the 
ramparts. the casemates were long naval pdrs. 
mounted iron carriages, but there was other armament. 
Officers quarters, kitchens, storerooms and magazines are 
located the gorge. 

specially worthy note that this action Gov- 
ernor Brown was reality act war against the United 
States government, for that time Georgia was yet State 
the Union, the ordinance Secession not having been 
adopted the State convention until January 19th, 1861, 
sixteen days after the Governor had taken possession 


_United States property “Vi armis.” 


From that time until the establishment the Con- 
federacy, the Fort was garrisoned details from the First 
Regiment under orders from the State. 

After the government Montgomery was the saddle 
and Confederate army actual existence the Georgia 
Regulars, Col. Charles Williams, furnished garrison until 
that regiment was ordered Virginia, when the Vol. 
Regiment which was now also Confederate service, re- 
sumed its old post and held until the bombardment and 
fall the Fort April, 1862. 

Meanwhile considerable addition had been made the 
armament both the casemates and the ramparts; sev- 
eral 10-inch and 8-inch Columbiads, pdr. and two pdr. 
Blakely rifled guns and two 10-inch mortars. 

Tybee Island, just below Cockspur, between and the 
sea, was held outpost until the latter part 1861; 
small earth-work was thrown there and garrisoned 
various bodies Confederate troops though the position 
was felt much exposed and incapable stout defense. 

Nov. 7th, 1861, the attack and capture the forts 
Port Royal strong United States fleet, with support- 
ing land forces, convinced the authorities the unwisdom 
attempting hold all the outlying islands the coast 
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with the limited forces command. Accordingly was de- 
cided dismantle the battery Tybee Point and with- 
draw the garrison which then consisted the 25th Georgia 
Regiment, Colonel Wilson. 

Shortly after this withdrawal fleet United States 
vessels anchored the roads and force was landed upon 
the island thus taking the first step toward the,investment 
Pulaski; final one was put into execution February 
13th, when Federal force unexpectedly opened fire, from 
battery that had been secretly erected Venus Point 
the Savannah river, upon the little steamer Ida she was 
making her daily trip down the Fort. This battery had 
been put force from Port Royal coming through 
Wright and Mud rivers the Carolina side, was entirely 
beyond the guns Pulaski and, indeed, its existence was 
unknown until began firing. 

The Ida escaped injury, and, aided unusually high 
tide, succeeded returning Savannah the next morn- 
ing way Lazaretto Creek and Wilmington River; but 
communication between the Fort and city was permanently 
cut off excepting for occasional messenger with mails 
slipping through the marshes night. 

The garrison the Fort that time consisted four 
companies the First Regiment, the Oglethorpe Light In- 
fantry, Co. Captain Sims; Washington Volunteers, 
Captain John McMahon; Montgomery Guards, Captain 
Guilmartin; German Volunteers, Captain John 
which should added the Wise Guards, Captain 
McMullan; company from middle Georgia, near 
Oglethorpe, that had gallantly offered itself reinforce- 
ment when attack upon the Fort seemed inevitable. 

The entire garrison, officers and men, summed 
only 385 under Colonel Olmstead, with Major John 
Foley the First Regiment, second command. The staff 
was follows: 


Lieut. Matthew Hopkins, Adjutant. 


Capt. Walker, Commissary. 
Captain Robert Erwin, Quarter Master. 
Dr. John McFarland, Surgeon. 

Rob’t Lewis, Sergt. Major. 

Crawford, Master Sergt. 
Ed. Drummond, Commissary Sergt. 
Edward Hopkins, Master’s Clerk. 
Harvey Lewis, Ordnance Sergt. 


Rev. Peter Whelan served Volunteer Chaplain the 
Montgomery Guards, but will remembered faithful 
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comrade and friend the entire garrison—a man who 
lived the teachings the Master whom followed. 

Prior the closing the river, General Robt. Lee, 
who was then command the Military District South 
Carolina, Georgia and Florida, visited the Fort and gave 
instructions for further defensive work done—tra- 
verses built the ramparts between the guns, ditches 
dug the parade catch shells, the light colonnade front 
the officers quarters torn down, blindages heavy 
timber erected before the casemate doors around the 
entire inner circuit the Fort, and these covered 
several feet earth. 

[It interesting quote remark Gen’l Lee’s 
this time. Pointing the nearest part Tybee Island, 
1700 yards away, said, “Colonel, they will make very 
warm for you with shells from that point but they cannot 
breach that distance.” From 800 900 yards was then laid 
down the books the extreme range which wall 
good masonry could attacked with any prospect suc- 
cess, but the Seige Pulaski, far the writer 
knows, fortification had ever been subjected the fire 
rifled guns. Their power against masonry was yet un- 
known quantity. the following year some saw Fort 

Immediately after General Lee’s return the city steps 
were taken supply the timber required for the work 
had laid out. Rafts were brought down the South Channel 
and from thence small canal the South side the 
island into the moat. The whole garrison was put work 
and such good purpose, with such hearty good will, that 
everything contemplated was practically completed when 
the bombardment actually began. 

During the month March signs activity the part 
the enemy were heard though not seen. Our pickets 
the water’s edge the South Channel reported hearing 
movements during the night over King’s Point, but the 
morning light revealed nothing the closest scrutiny. The 
sand ridge there remained unchanged its profile, the shrub- 
bery that covered appeared untouched, save the breezes 
from the ocean, while not living thing was visible the 
point from daylight until dark excepting upon one occasion 
when three men appeared making insulting gestures toward 
us. They were fired upon pdr. and one them 
killed. 

the morning April 10th, just after reveille, Lieut. 
Frank Blair the Washington Volunteers reported the 
commanding officer that had observed change the 
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configuration the ground the Point. The Summit the 
ridge had been leveled, the bushes cut away, and, thought, 
guns were visible; stated that boat had 
started come across the Fort bearing flag truce. 
Captain Sims was sent the South Wharf meet 
the officer who carried the flag and who presented demand 
for the surrender the Fort. This was refused, the officer 
returned Tybee and shortly after, quarter past eight 
the first gun was fired. was replied immediately 
the Fort and from that time until night-fall the firing con- 
tinued steadily, without intermission, fromeither side. Very 
early the day however was seen that the effect upon 
the fortification was becoming disastrous. 

The guns the enemy were located eleven different 
batteries stretching along Tybee beech for distance two 
and half miles from Lazaretto Creek. Four these bat- 
teries were King’s Point armed with 10-inch rifled guns 
firing Parrott and James projectiles, three 10-inch and one 
8-inch Columbiads, and four 10-inch mortars. Farther along 
the beach were twelve 13-inch mortars and few more Co- 
lumbiads, but the rifled guns and Columbiads the Point in- 
flicted more damage the Fort than all the others com- 
bined. shot from one these struck the wall beneath 
embrasure while was still intact and bulged the bricks 
the inside, significant fact that left little doubt what 
the ultimate result would be. That the power rifled ar- 
tillery was unknown the enemy themselves, shown 
the following extract from the report General Gillmore 
his Government. Speaking the Parrott and James guns 
says: 


“Had possessed our present knowledge 
their power, previous the bombardment Fort 
Pulaski, the eight weeks laborious preparation 
for its reduction, could have been curtailed one 
week, heavy Mortars and Columbiads would 
have been omitted from the armament the bat- 
teries unsuitable for breaching long range.” 


The greater part our own guns were the two sea 
faces, and those upon the faces fronting the fire that was 
breaching our walls nearly all were dismounted before the 
close the day. 

Just before dark the commander walked around the 
edge the moat inspect the state affairs from the 
outside. was worse than disheartening, the pan-coupé 
the south-east angle was entirely breached while above, 
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the rampart, the parapet had been shot away and 8-inch 
gun, the muzzle which was gone, hung tremblingly over 
the verge. The two adjoining casemates were rapidly ap- 
proaching the same ruined condition; the moat was nearly 
filled with masses broken masonry, was the interior 
the three casemates where the dismounted guns lay like logs 
among the bricks. 

All through the night the firing was kept few 
guns from Tybee, more, however, with view prevent 
the garrison from sleeping, but with the morning began 
with renewed vigor all along the line while, because the 
number guns out commission, the Confederate fire ma- 
terially slackened. 

During the morning, the breach rapidly became wider 
and the enemy’s shot and shell played freely through across 
the parade upon the opposite interior angle where the prin- 
cipal service magazine was located. The entrance this 
was protected large traverse sufficiently heavy, was 
thought, for the purpose designed. Between one and two 
o’clock the afternoon, however, shell passed through the 
top this and exploded the passage way, filling the maga- 
zine with smoke and lighting with flame. 

What prevented general explosion, who can say? But 
was too evident that second similar escape could not 
counted upon. Entirely cut off from any possible chance 
reinforcement; the means replying the batteries 
King’s Point reduced almost and exposed momentarily 
the danger having the entire Fort blown beneath 
—the commander felt that the end had come and most re- 
luctantly the order display the signal surrender was 
given.* 

The firing from Tybee ceased once and boat brought 
General Gillmore over the Fort response the 


*In connection with this account the danger the 
north magazine will interest note that the maga- 
zine the south-west angle also ran rather remarkable 
risk. addition the batteries Tybee Island the enemy 
had planted mortar Long Island some distance above 
Cockspur, and had likewise placed rifled Parrott gun upon 
old hulk near small hammock called Decent Island off 
the south-west. was noticed that one the vacant 
embrasures that part the Fort lay the direct line 
from the hulk air hole the magazine and, excess 
precaution, this embrasure was solidly bricked up. After 
the fight was found that shell had struck squarely the 
middle the new brick work. 
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signal. was the Engineer Officer charge the attack, 
man great professional ability and destined very 
widely known his work Charleston Harbor the fol- 
lowing year. 

The terms surrender were soon arrived for un- 
happily the Confederates were not position demand 
much; the Fort and its armament were given and the 
garrison, with this exception, made prisoners war—it was 
explicitly agreed that our sick and wounded should sent 
Savannah and not treated prisoners. Gen’l Gill- 
more assented this pleasant manner that left friendly 
impression upon the Confederates. affixed his signature 
the terms capitulation and the matter was considered 
closed. The Fort Pulaski garrison was sent Governor’s 
Island, New York, the officers being confined Fort Colum- 
bus, the men Castle Williams. 

Some weeks after our afrival such the sick and 
wounded had not died, and whom supposed were 
safely home Savannah, were brought North, prison- 
ers. Col. Olmstead once wrote Secretary Stanton claim- 
ing the carrying out the written terms. The Secretary re- 
sponded that the matter was referred General Gillmore 
who also wrote saying that had been sent elsewhere after 
the fall Pulaski and had supposed that what agreed 
had been done. this Col. Olmstead replied that the men 
certainly had not been released they were then prisoners 
Governor’s Island—he also said that considered 
point personal honor with General Gillmore that 
should use every endeavor right the wrong. Whether 
did not the writer does not know—the men were 
retained and exchanged with the rest the garrison the 
autumn 1861. 

The attack and fall Fort Pulaski seems very small 
event when contrasted with the tremendous struggle now 
shaking the whole civilized world, but marked the begin- 
ning great advance modern artillery and deserves 
remembered. 
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Muster Roll Captain McMullan’s Company the 

Wise Guards From the Day August, the 
October, 1862, Stationed Camp 

Jasper, Near Savannah. 


the following Muster Roll entered statement 
that the company enlisted Sept. 1st, 1861, for one year, and 
after the expiration their time service were re-enlisted 
for three years, duration the war, and, another place 
this statement: 


“Volunteered and went Fort Pulaski 11th Febru- 
ary, 1862, and remained there and took part the defense 
that post the 10th 11th April, 1862, which time 
the Fort was surrendered. Left for Hilton Head the 
12th April, 1862. Left for Governor’s Island, New York, 
April 17th, 1862. Left for Fort Delaware, Delaware, July 
10th, 1862. Left for Aikens Landing, Aug. 1862, and ar- 
rived Richmond, Aug. 5th, 1862, which time were ex- 
changed.” 


1—M. McMullan, Captain. 
2—D. Smith, Lieut. 
3—John Blow, Ist Lieut. 
4—J. Holt, 2nd Lieut. 


1—T. Asbury, Sergeant. 
2—A. Gaines, Sergeant. 
3—W. Bridges, Sergeant. 
4—H. Tarrer, Sergeant. 
5—H. Gatlin, Sergeant. 


1—C. Taylor, Corporal. 
2—M. Shealy, Corporal. 
Sowter, Corporal. 
4—John Melton, Corporal. 


PRIVATES 


1—J. Adams. 8—Will Henry Cox. 
2—Elias Barnes. 9—A. Danforth. 
3—Jas. Bridges. 10—J. Duffy. 
4—P. Barfield. 11—J. Duncan. 
5—D. Barfield. 12—A. Edge. 
6—J. Bowles. 13—W. Grantham. 


7—C. Cox. 14—M. Gilmon. 
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15—S. Gatlin. 
16—Wiley Hall. 
17—Z. Hall. 
18—J. Hilton. 


19—W. Hangabook. 


20—Thos. Holhan. 
21—D. Klickly. 
22—C. King. 
23—A. Lowe. 
Moulton. 
25—E. Moore. 


26—Rufus McGlamery. 


1—R. Banfield. 


27—J. Martin. 
28—A. Norris. 
29—S. Norris. 
30—S. Pearce. 
31—S. Smith. 
32—W. Ricks. 
33—J. Thompson. 
34—Julius Turner. 
35—W. Taylor. 
36—H. Williams. 
37—W. Williams. 
38—G. Whittington. 


1—Elijah Cloud, Private. 


2—R. Brooks. 2—J. Dinkins, 
3—W. Brantly. 3—S. Holland, 
5—T. Moulton. Klickly, 
6—Pat Waddill, Corp. 6—J. Miller, 
7—T. Montford, Lieut. 7—Jas. Murphy, 

8—E. Stubbs, 


9—James Wicker, 
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BETHESDA’S CRISIS 
DISASTER WHITEFIELD’S HOUSE MERCY 
AVERTED. 


The story Bethesda, the charitable institution founded 
the Rev. George Whitefield more than century and 
half ago shortly after his arrival Georgia, generally well 
known; but there one event its history concerning 
which little has been said any writer, and the reason for 
the omission the lack material necessary for thorough 
understanding the subject. The incident which refer 
the management the establishment certain Rev. 
John Johnson, and the trouble growing out his connection 
with the Orphan Home and his control the property 
through which was supported. 

Whitefield died the 30ih September, 1770, and 
his will left Bethesda with all its possessions “to that 
elect Lady, that Mother Israel, that Mirror true and 
undefiled religion, the Right Honorable Selina, Countess 
Dowager Huntingdon,” &c.; but soon afterwards all 
the buildings were consumed fire. Lady Huntingdon ac- 
cepted the trust, and the work went under her direction 
through persons placed charge with her approval, but the 
property was again badly damaged fire 1773, and again 
rebuilt through her generosity and that her friends. From 
time time changes were made, for various causes, the 
office manager superintendent until the period when 
the circumstances unfolded the following documentary 
history arrived. 

Just when Mr. Johnson appeared the scene not 
but was sent out from England January, 1791, 
seems manager the estate, and had full control the 
property. the Countess was alien, act the legis- 
lature had passed order that she could hold legal 
title, and the said estate was “vested the said Selina, 
Countess Huntingdon, any laws the contrary notwith- 
standing,” and trustees were appointed, whose hands the 
sheriff was instructed place one thousand pounds, the pro- 
ceeds the sale confiscated property Chatham County. 

Lady Huntingdon died June 17, 1791, which time the 
Rev. John Johnson was managing the Bethesda Home and 
plantation. The death that good lady course concluded 
the trust created already shown, and new act was 
passed, making the same trustees corporate body with 
power all things “necessary and beneficial for carry- 
ing the original intention the institution into full effect.” 
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The original trustees who were therein reappointed were 
George Houstoun, William Stevens, William Gibbons, Sr., 
Joseph Habersham, Joseph Clay, Jr., William Gibbons, Jr., 
John Morel, Josiah Tattnall, John Milledge, James 
Whitefield, George Jones, Jacob Waldburger, and James 
Jackson. 

After the death the Countess, Johnson had instruc- 
tions from England continue his management the 
property. 

Johnson his anger against the legally constituted 
trustees, wrote and published poem called “The Rape 
Bethesda; The Georgia Orphan House Destroyed.” The 
book now very rare, and only few copies can located. 

Comparative freedom from misfortune came Bethesda 
when the management her affairs passed into the 
Union Society; but the institution has had periodical sea- 
sons adversity which trust are now ended. 

The originals from which the following record made 
were offered for sale London bookseller, more than 
twenty years ago, and were bought the Georgia His- 
torical Society for comparatively small sum. conclud- 
ing these prefatory remarks, reproduce this short account 
Mr. Johnson from the English Dictionary National 
Biography, edited Sidney Lee: 


“JOHNSON, JOHN (d. 1804), dissenting minister, born 
near Norwich, was one the first students the Countess 
Huntingdon’s college Trevecca, and minister her 
chapels. settled Wigan, Lancashire, and preached 
there and neighboring towns. one occasion his preach- 
ing caused riotous disturbance. moved Tyldesley 
the same county, and then, Lady Huntingdon’s desire, 
went America superintend orphan asylum founded 
Whitefield. The state authorities refused recognize 
him, and and his wife were imprisoned for resisting the 
sheriff’s officers. returning England was imprisoned 
for debts incurred the erection his chapel Tyldesley. 
subsequently settled Manchester pastor St. 
George’s Rochdale Road, where gathered appreciative 
congregation. was good Hebrew scholar, and three 
occasions preached the Jews that language. 
published “The Levite’s Journal,” and prospectus uni- 
versal language. Other works were left manuscript. 
died Manchester 22d Sept. 1804.” 


EDITOR. 


q 
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COPIED FROM THE LETTER BOOK THE REVEREND 
JOHN JOHNSON. 


Copy letter from Thomas Gibbons Roger Smith, 
Esq., Charleston. 


Savannah, January, 1791. 
Sir: 

Lady Huntingdon has been pleased send out letter 
Attorney favor’d per the Rev. Mr. Johnson including 
that Gentleman with act all matters respecting the 
Orphan House—was herewith furnished with copy 
receipt Mr. Glen’s for the valuable papers which men- 
tions—upon application Mr. Glen informs that 
left the papers with you. will much obliged you 
forward them soon convenient and statement 
such circumstances comes within your recollection, 
wholly unacquainted with the Business present. 

forward Letter you which presume from her 
Ladyship. 
Sir, Yours, 


THOS. GIBBONS. 


Extract act Assembly respecting the Orphan 
House Estate. 


“AND WHEREAS THERE this 
State very considerable property, well real personal, 
known and distinguished the name Bethesda College 
Orphan House Estate, originally intended for Academy 
and devised trust the Late Rev. George Whitefield for 
literary and benevolent purposes Selina, Countess 
Huntingdon.......... 

enacted the authority aforesaid that the said 
Estate vested the said Selina, Countess Huntingdon, 
any law the contrary notwithstanding. 

Georgia, February 1788. 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL 


Sept. 11th. 


Was told the Death the Honorable Countess Dow- 
ager Huntingdon Mr. Thing after the forenoon service 
—found confirmed Charleston paper the same evening. 
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Sept. 15th. 


Thursday after was the Savannah Gazette with 
some little alteration consequence observation 
certain mistakes the Charleston paper. 


Sept. 17th. 


Received letter from Mr. Thomas Cahusac London, 
with brief account H’s. last moment the Rev. Mr. 

Oct. 


Was informed General Jackson’s determination 
bring forward motion the next Gen’l Assembly for tak- 
ing away the Orphan House Estate applying the 
purpose Academy for the County Chatham—also 
his preparations enforce the same showing adver- 
tisement some one the northward papers exposing the 
Orphan House Estate for sale private property—but 
knowing there was real ground for the one; nor authority 
for the other prepared oppose, but having official 
papers was out power. 


Oct. 2nd. 


Found the clamor against Jackson Clay, because the 
people were aware their intention against the Orphan 
House; But consequence their declaration against any 
such intentions, Gen’l Jackson was elected one the mem- 
bers the House the next day. 


Nov. Ist. 


Tuesday—Preached the Lutheran Church Goshen, 
about miles from Savannah; spent the evening and 
slept the house William Gibbons, Esq., one the 
members the House Assembly for this County, who 
was set off for Augusta the Thursday following order 
ready for the meeting the House the Monday after. 
Proposed plan counteract General Jackson’s intention, 
but could not execute anything for want fresh power 
from Lord Dartmo’, Sir Rich. Hill and others time. 


Nov. 21st. 


Monday—Received Official Letter giving full and 
particular account the Death Lady Huntingdon with 
Power assert the Trust the Hands Lord Dartmo’, 
Sir Richard Hill Clement Tudway, John Way Oliver 
Cromwell, Esq. 
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Dec. 20th. 


Tuesday—Rec’d Letter from the Speaker the House 
dated 10th same inst. 


(See Official Letters.) 


True copy letter from the Speaker the House 
Assembly. 


Augusta, 10th December, 1791. 
Dear Sir: 


Bill has past the house representatives, declar- 
ing the property vested the Countess Huntingdon 
life Estate and vests the same certain trustees that 


shall not make any comment the Bill but thought 
duty inform you thus far. 
‘My best wishes attend you and Mrs. Johnson, and 
remain Dear Sir; 
Your Servant, 


WILLIAM GIBBONS. 
Dec. 26th. 


Monday—Saw several the Members return’d from 
Augusta—called upon Lawyer Gibbons, signified deter- 
mination refusing possession and making Ques- 
tion Congress—promised him guineas (in the presence 
Mr. Owen) assist with his Counsel act 
Attorney thro’ the whole business. 


Dec. 27th. 


Tuesday—Went inspect proceedings the plan- 
tation. Went from there the Orphan Home the 
evening. 

Dec. 28th. 


Wednesday—Came 
keep close possession residing day night Sunday 
working day upon the premises defend the negroes and 
remaining part the evening—had reason believe 
one black man came spy. 


Dec. 29th. 


Thursday—Found the negroes alarmed and determined 
arm themselves—took cutlass from one the negroes 
telling him was contrary law. 
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Dec. 30th. 


Friday—Kept strict look out all attempt 
take possession visible—Mrs. seeing one the 
negroes return from breakfast with his hoe upon his should- 
ers—asked him why carried his hoe, and received for 
answer “Don Misse War 


Dec. 31st. 
Saturday—No attempts take possession visible 


this day. 
Jan. 1st, 1792. 


Sunday—Had the pleasure the company Mr. 
Lewden, Capt. Hamilton, Mr. Keeves Mr. Miller—about 
half past ten the forenoon, Arthur Thewes Michael 
Green came riding very hastily the back door, the 
former which dismounted very suddenly turning his horse 
loose being asked what wanted, showed great con- 
fusion—having suspicions awake, held out positive 
determination keep possession and that the negroes were 
also arming themselves saying Buckro (that white 
man) should take them, this said answered was not 
afraid any man upon God’s inquiry after 
employment that had seen Mr. Thomas Gibbons, add- 
ing this, expected w’d have been town—in short his 
whole conduct confirmed suspicion his being employed 
take possession (contrary law) the Sabbath Day— 
however gave him some rum water but day two 
after told) this same man went and made false 
affidavit against me. 

About one o’clock Mr. Blogg (with whom had been 
habit friendship some time) accompanied with Mr. 
Nethercliff, Jr., came riding the front door—a friendly 
conversation took place upon the business hand after 
Mr. Nethercliff was introduced quondam friend. 
ask all the family was well and sent compliments 
them, but they also day two after order make them- 
selves necessary the Trustees told) went made 
false affidavits against me. 

See extract official letter &c., for the subject matter 
impressed into affidavit against Messrs. Keeves, 
Blogg and Nethercliff. 

Jan. 2nd. 


Monday—Took away musket from one the negroes 
loaded with four ball,—received advice from Lawyer Gib- 
bons persevere keeping possession. 


*Don’t know, Mistress, war time! 
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January 3rd. 


Tuesday—Captain Hamilton dined with this day 
informed Mr. Blogg’s declaring Savannah w’d make 
affidavit said Sunday last had put all the negroes under 
arms that had design against the life Mr. John Morell. 


January 4th. 


Wednesday—Kept strict look out but attempt 
take possession visible. 


January 5th. 


Thursday—Sent Lawyer Gibbons—received fresh 
matter encouragement persevere keeping possession. 


January 6th. 


Friday—About o’clock this afternoon, the sheriff’s 
officer brought letter from Sir George Houstoun (en- 
closing copy the Act Assembly) declaring the 
commissioners intention coming body take posses- 
sion Tuesday next. 

January 7th. 


Saturday—Had suspicions that Day was appointed 
order draw off the premises; and put off 
guard. 

January 8th. 


Sunday—Had reason believe attempt was made 
take possession, but not going Savannah, usual, 
rendered Abortive. 

True copy letter from Sir George Houstoun, Presi- 
dent the Commissioners Johnson. 


Savannah, January 9th, 1792. 
Sir: 

ourselves the honor inclose copy act 
the General Assembly respecting the Orphan House Es- 
tate and Bethesda College. The trustees will the 
Orphan House and plantation Tuesday next take pos- 
session the Estate........... 

will necessary that Inventory the whole 
property, should delivered them that day. 

will naturally strike you that property ought 
removed from the plantation without instructions from the 
Trustees. 

Weare Sir, 
Your very humble servant behalf the Board, 


GEORGE HOUSTOUN, Pres. 
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January 9th. 


Monday—Wrote letter answer Sir George’s 
dated 7th, tho’ came hand the evening the 6th. 


(See Official Letter.) 


Lawyer Gibbons’ advice superficial and discour- 
aging. 

True copy first letter Sir George Houstoun, 
President the body corporates. 


January 9th, 1792. 
Sir George: 


avoid tedious circumlocution, proceed answer 
your letter style altogether pointed, nevertheless 
hope you will the justice believe speak under 
the limitation modesty and suitable deference 
Honorable Gentleman, whom I’m sorry find made presi- 
dent execute unworthy commission under the sanction 
public Act. And now feelings should betray 
into severity Language pre-engage your pardon, and 
can only say way apology, too independent 
spirit stand awe dust. The rectitude your design 
taking possession the Orphan House Estate without 
due course law and before reap that which sowed, 
question the ground upon which your pretentions 
claim foundation. 

your zeal for the object County Academy which 
urged you attempt fraud upon the public both sides 
the Atlantic? have you entirely forgot your obliga- 
tions the worthy founder Bethesda that you would com- 
mit act such violence his favorite design without the 
least compunction? 

This best known God and your own conscience. 
However, well understood that representation, made 
from Georgia the House Commons about the year 
1740. was therein declared that the very existence the 
then colony was great measure, not wholly owing 
the building and supporting the Orphan House. well 
aware your wish call the approbation the public 
saying the object your design the establishing 
the Rev. George Whitefield’s will; what insult upon the 
common sense that great and good divine. Tell not 
land equity! But they who attempt give co-existence 
contrarieties, and fail, may thank themselves for the 
little ceremony they deserve. Can supposed the Rev. 
George Whitefield would improvident devise 
property (worth many thousands) trust the Countess 
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Huntingdon, (who had all the reason the world 
believe could not survive him but very little time) and in- 
tend after her decease make orphan the Orphan 
House itself and abandon great property, collected 
charitable donations from different parts the world, the 
mercy party rage; the public this Equity 
trust will soon say no, the confusion your claim and 
she should say your expense, you and the rest the 
commissioners (as body corporate) must say what then. 

But suppose for moment lose the man the 
minister, and basely admit you, possession the object 
your interest (whatever be) stands insulted and dis- 
honored its own officious advocates while the scripture 
demands, terms the most severe rebuke, who hath re- 
quired this your hand. vain oblation. 

Now the well known act 1788 relieves Bethesda from 
the sentence confiscation and pursuing the intention 
Whitefield vests the whole Estate the Countess (not limit- 
ing her trust for life) who devised the same trust (accord- 
ing official papers now before me) the Right Honbl. 
William Earl Dartmouth, Sir Richard Hill, Bar’t, and 
Clement Tudway, John Way and Oliver Cromwell, 
and sorry Sir George, the Honorable House could not 
find some other way quieting the worthy heirs Zouber- 
buhler and building County Academy but their ex- 
pense. Had the Orphan House Estate ever interested the 
Countess’ private purse, the explanation the General As- 
sembly would appear more plausible the public, but 
well known the thousands pounds she has expended 
the services Bethesda that she was slave the trust 
confided her. Yea, may say certain sense she robbed 
churches the State Georgia service, moreover the 
current Bethesda’s benevolence was never yet confined 
single county—may the thought awaken the sensibilities 
every other county Georgia, the Northern States and all 
the world! the voice bleeding innocence! 

How far the exhortation Scriptures “be not forgetful 
entertain Strangers,” may politically apply the infancy 
this State leave the Judgment the truly patriotic, 
but sure both unrighteous and impolitic the 
last degree, proscribe without mercy arbitrary ex- 
planation the vigorous intentions the above Honorable 
trust. your guard Sir George, the whole world will 
soon sit Judgment upon your character particular 
president such Commission. 

Did certain person (with whom would scorn con- 
tend) think your Worthiness and honor necessary varnish 
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over his party design, but forbear; yet cannot help adding 
who are there this state, but will commence wayfaring 
men, their property must left the mercy such in- 
terested explainers? heavens! this the state sub- 
ordinate possessors what defence they enjoy against the 
abuse superior power? But 

the general assembly this state has thought proper 
explain away from the charitable public large; and the 
private purses the Rev. George Whitefield and Countess 
Huntingdon, many thousands; shall not ask leave 
thirteen commissioners promote our appeal Congress 
for explanation your explanation itself. then de- 
spair possession Sir George, but you attempt tomor- 
row, wish you understand, would much rather open 
breast your fatal steel than act unworthy present 
trust. 


am, Sir George, your most obedient Humble Servant, 
JOHNSON. 


keep possession, false reports, any unlawful advantages 
taken the inferior commissioners, any person 
persons employed them; shall imitate the conduct 
one old, who punished the Master for the disobedience 


his scholars. 
JOHNSON. 
January 10th. Tuesday. 


(See extract the Charleston Gazette and official 
letters, etc.)* 


Before the commissioners left the premises told them 
all had full possession still. The sheriff’s officer called the 
driver hold his horse. countermanded and ordered 
another the negroes it. About hour after dinner 
called all the negroes work. The sheriff’s officer im- 
mediately contradicted the order, but all the negroes obeyed 
except the driver who had reason fear was either 
bribed, flattered else very much intimidated the Com- 
missioners. 

also understand that the driver w’d unlock the 
barn door when the Commissioners came it, altho’ 
was quite contrary orders and that most the ne- 
groes attempted diswade and withhold him from it. 


Copied above. 
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About o’clock this night two constables well armed 
were sent from Savannah Joseph Clay, Jun’r 
assist the sheriff’s officer—one them (quite drunk) when 
opened the door asked who was there, put the muzzle 
his gun toward breast and made answer friend the 
State.” told them they might come and stay day 
two with the sheriff’s officer, but that had possession there 
and was determined keep it. 

About half past eight the sheriff’s officer went out 
order give the driver orders for the next day. followed 
him immediately and gave contrary orders, returned 
the plantation house and the sheriffs and the 
officer committed the custody the two constables 
and went out again enforce his orders, but the negroes 
declared they would die before they would serve him. 
going bed, found the lower part arm quite bloody, 
consequences slight wound which received the 
upper part hand while scuffling with the 
officer with Mr. John Morell who presented his sword 
breast. 

From the State Gazette South Carolina, Thursday, 
Feb. 9th, February 9th. 

Extract letter from gentleman Savannah his 
friend this city, dated January 20, 1792. 

“We are all confusion here, consequence late act 
the general assembly this state, explaining away the 
transmarine trust the Georgia Orphan House thirteen 
commissioners which Sir George Houstoun president. 

“On Tuesday the 10th this inst., Sir George Houstoun, 
William Stevens, Jacob Waldburger, Joseph Habersham, 
Joseph Clay, Jr., John Morell, Josiah Tattnall, Jr., John Mil- 
ledge, James Whitefield, Dr. John Brickell, Dr. 
Parker and officer, went the house the Presi- 
dent, (the Rev. John Johnson) demanding possession without 
due course law. The president, out one the windows 
remonstrated against their premature proceedings, alledging 
his three-fold claim possession. First agent for trust, 
and not for the heirs Lady Huntingdon, which the act only 
excludes. Secondly, not having beat out the crop had 
sowed, which case equity continues peaceable possession. 
Thirdly, superintendent, not paid, besides having ad- 
vanced near fifty pounds his own money different sums, 
different times, without interest, still unpaid; and de- 
clared his intention these three bottoms; either them, 
refuse them possession, until they should gain 
equitable decision jury. This said, the president was 
about make his defence against the false affidavits 
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Messrs. Keeves, Blogg and Nethercliff, who swore the pres- 
ident had put all the negroes under arms, and also, that 
had design against the life one the commissioners, 
(Mr. John Morell) order which, the president had 
cutlass under his hand, and musket his side. The for- 
mer intended make appear, was taken from one the 
negroes four days before saw Messrs. Keeves, Blogg and 
and that out the latter (which took from 
another the negroes the day after) were taken four balls 
—this thought would sufficiently justify him from the 
charge putting the negroes under arms, though they were 
determined arm themselves, which was all the president 
said, adding, could not help it. also intended 
shew, what said respecting Mr. Morell was only the 
mere pleasantry these words, “There missing him.” 
But before the president could make this latter part his 
address, the officer was ordered force his way into 
the window; but was strongly resisted the president, and 
failed the attempt. Immediately upon this, some one 
more the commissioners broke open the door, and enter- 
ing the house, insulted, assaulted, wounded and threatened 
the life the president with drawn sword presented 
his breast. This done, they left the sheriff’s officer the 
house—went and turned all the negroes out the barn, 
threatening them with the most inhuman severity they 
obeyed the orders the president any longer, which was en- 
forced Jacob Waldburger, who threatened also bring 
the White Bluff company militia against them they did 
not obey the orders the sheriff’s officer. But the president 
still persisting countermanding the orders the sheriff’s 
officer with effect, the latter attempted drag former 
out the house, assaulting him and seizing him the 
but not being able, two constables ordered from Sa- 
vannah came his assistance about eight o’clock night, 
and next day Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were violently dragged 
off the premises, and the former sent the custody 
armed constable, was brought Savannah, where still 
remains prisoner honor the house Mr. Charles 
Scrimger. But what very strange—all this violence has 
been done without any writ ejectment, decision jury, 
shewing any authority from magistrate. 

The above letter* being much misrepresented, copy 
was immediately taken, friend, the Printers the 
Georgia Gazette for publication. 


*Referring letter just preceding the extract from the 
South Carolina Gazette. 
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Inclosed the following: 


the Printer the Georgia Gazette: 
Sir: 

Copy Letter from the Rev. John 
Johnson Sir George Houstoun, upon the latter’s declared 
intention taking possession the Orphan House Estate. 

The inserting which your next will much oblige, 

Your Servant, 


Correspondent. 
Refused. 


Contrary the Constitution this State. 


Parson Johnson’s compliments the printer the 
Georgia Gazette, requesting his acceptance the following 
motto for his next public paper. 

“Open all parties—influenced none.” 

Should glad Mr. Johnson would call upon him about 
twelve o’clock this day, opposite the burying ground. 

Monday, January 16th, 1792. 

Refused. 


True Copy note the Public Printer. 


January 11th. 


Wednesday—This morning countermanding the orders 
the sheriff’s officer but the negroes were horrified 
his abuse shreaking that they all except few ran away 
into the woods without obeying either us. 

And about o’clock this afternoon Mrs. and myself 
were violently dragged off the premises the 
officer and the two constables and was sent Savannah 
the custody one them Commissioner Justice. 


January 12th. 


Thursday—Still custody the home Justice Lew- 
den. Understand Boyd has been with the Commissioners 
this forenoon, and has obtained employment from them (as 
overseer) and paid take possession the plantation and 
negroes. 

About half past three this afternoon Whitefield called 
upon feigned great disgust the conduct Boyd, after 
having promised often before witnesses “he would not 
act gave Whitefield keys and power 
take possession name before proposed witnesses 
and hastened him off take possession the premises be- 
fore Boyd laying strict charge upon him faithful 
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and the negroes which promised observe with the 
greatest but about hour after was informed 
Whitefield had obtained joint power with Boyd from the 
Commissioners little time before saw him. neverthe- 
less hoped would act for me.) 

Was made understand (thro’ certain medium) that 
the Commissioners proposed make President their 
intended College—to give 200Lbs. sterling year and 
pay demand against Bethesda case compliance 
with their proceedings. 

This evening wrote note Way Hills 
requesting statement his account with Bethesda....... 
about o’clock was removed leave Justice Lewden 
the house Mr. Charles Scrimger and committed his 
care prisoner honor—but charges are yet brought 
against me. 

January 13th. 


Friday—Wrote another letter Sir George 
James and Nicholas Johnston, public printers have refused 
print first letter him which has been much mis- 
represented, and denied the liberty the Press—con- 
trary the Constitution this State. 


January 14th. 


Saturday—Understand Boyd has collected some the 
negroes name, tho’ reality acting for the Trustees 
appointed the Act. Wrote letter William Stevens, 
Esq., (see Official Letter)........ still custody but 
charges are yet brought against me. 


January 15th. 

Sunday—Was told the negroes are indeed collected to- 
gether, but will not obey Boyd’s command and that not any- 
thing has been done, but that which ordered them do, 
before was dragged off the premises—also that Whitefield 
has betrayed confidence joining Boyd the name 
the Commissioners the evening the same day engaged 
act for me. 

And also that some written hand bills were posted 
different parts this city the following effect. 

Citizens Georgia, let the Constitution reign and 
not men. The right Jury and the Liberty the Press are 
both denied Reverend Stranger.” 


January 16th. 
informed several the Commissioners 
went out the Orphan House Plantation this forenoon. 


still custody, but charges are yet brought 
against me. 


‘ 
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True copy letter Sir George Houstoun, President 
the thirteen Commissioners. 
Sir George: 

Our subject contention naturally supposes two differ- 
ent claims and well known that the constitution 
this state the right jury held inviolate. Now 
sir, being your opposite claimant, demand the legal and 
equitable decision the same and assure you thro’ this 
medium that other can dispossess me, for tho’ myself and 
Mrs. Johnson were violently dragged off the premises the 
officer and two constables, armed the authority 
the Commissioners—and myself sent the custody 
civil officer commissioner justice and tho’ now held 
his prisoners honor the house Mr. Charles Scrim- 
ger, not consider myself dispossesed. have person 
the Estate (now possession which have never re- 
linquished) acting for with the best advantage has.* 
But wish you know Sir George officially sent 
here the capacity prisoner, that situation de- 
termined remain, till committed more fully con- 
sequence charges Mr. Coxe said had bring against 
your order, till officially discharged that 
power which has deprived liberty unjustly, and 
know also shall certainly sue the body corporate hereafter 
for false imprisonment (tho’ now for two years 
outlaw and treated such) consequence certain 
clause Act Assembly passed (horrid think) 
free country. thank you for your proposals made me, 
and although you have power, yet make them, treat 
your politeness with the respect deserves—as politeness 
but will not admit temptation betray trust. However, 
Sir George will meet your condescension far can 
consistently putting that cloth, which sorry sit- 
uation made necessary for throw off for while, 
speak and act with decision; but superior malice. 
admit apology for the violence exercised the Commis- 
sioners and others thro’ the provocation too hastily assumed, 
the misrepresentation Messrs. Blogg and Nethercliff 
which would much rather impute the unfaithfulness 
their memories, than the malice their hearts. 

The subject hand certain question Con- 
gress seeing can prove from authority indisputable that the 
object Bethesda’s charity far from being confin’d 
single state always looked with Eye Mercy the 


*Whitefield, [James], who went London from this 
place with Mr. Phillips. See journal, Jan. 15th. 


| 
q 


THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY. 123 


first sources her generosity—South Carolina, and the 
Northern States. Yea, the declared intention Bethesda’s 
worthy founder looked with compassion the Indian—Or- 
phans the Creeks, Choctaws, Cherokees, &c. The Act 
Assembly excluding the heirs Lady Huntingdon does not 
apply the exclusion present claim agent 
for trust, but beside that have two more founded upon 
equity, law precedent, they who sow shall reap........ 
common overseer can legally dispossessed unpaid, 
but promised meet you, not suppliant, but rather 
one who demands your obligations honor body 
corporate—for quiet possession—till legal decision 
jury puts the question beyond your dispute, and 
will immediately endeavor collect the negroes 
mercy their present distress, and will give regular ac- 
count all—to those who shall legally demand it. The 
face the overseer you have appointed (tho’ his duty 
honest man) unless goes name, will drive away 
the negroes sooner than army soldiers. The motives 
objection are strong against your conduct sys- 
tem the greatest violence and most dangerous its con- 
sequences, you know Sir George advantages; but, con- 
sider demand upon your honor, tenderness your- 
self; and mercy the poor negroes, who afraid will 
almost all fall sacrifice your contention with me. 

Don’t mention demand against Bethesda, nor must 
you assume the privilege paying me, till you first gain 
legal possession. 

am, Sir George, 
Your most obed’t servant, 


JOHNSON. 
Savannah, Jan. 13th, 1792. 


great. must charge for the absence all the thro’ 
your violence—for own expenses prisoner and for 
every article consum’d any officer others you may 
put the premises. 


True copy letter William Stephens, Esquire, one 
the thirteen commissioners. 


Savannah, Jan. 14th, 1792. 


Sir: 

The inclosed comes your hand mercy Sir 
George’s feelings who yesterday experienced bereaving 
providence for which very sorry. God avert the im- 
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pending judgments which hang over the head all who 
dare take themselves the houses God possession 
with such inhuman violence you have shown me. 
this moment inform’d Boyd the plantation, and has 
collected some the negroes name; tho’ acting 
reality for the Commissioners, (horrid unfaithfulness) after 
pledging his word and honor often before witnesses 
that never would act till the business was legally settled 
—esteem such man worthy trust you can. 

Bring forward your charges against me, immediately— 
commit the common jail; honorably acquit me. 
you the former, shall soon prefer indictment against 
you and others, for breaking open house, insulting, as- 
saulting, wounding and threatening life with drawn 
sword presented breast—if the latter Boyd shall soon 
know who has possession still. But you agree the de- 
mand the inclosed, honor shall your privilege, and 
will subscribe myself ever your hbl. 


JOHNSON. 
P.S. you will consider—I detained from 
ministerial duties, consequence custody the expense 
10/6 per day. 
January 17th. 


Tuesday—Was called upon planter who had made 
proposals the Commissioners rent the Orphan House 
Estate 200 sterling year; but after knowing the 
situation claims declined having anything it. 

Justice called and spent the evening with me; 
promised call Counsel Justices soon possible 
and demand the Commissioners charges against me. 


January 18th. 


informed Boyd has quitted his employ 
under the Commissioners and that another overseer there 
his room—but the negroes still refused work for any 
but me. 

January 19. 


Thursday—Understand some the negroes are got 
work this morning consequence the driver’s declar- 
ing for the Commissioners, being either bribed money, 
overawed fear. Also that the Commissioners who went 
out last Monday broke open the right wing the Orphan 
House—forced open the lock the store room and an- 
other the closet and that the house has been plundered 
consequence their leaving the doors quite open. 

Still custody—no charges yet 
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January 20th. 


Friday—Have reason believe the Commissioners in- 
tend throw all the blame custody upon the Deputy 
Sheriff, who was this day sought for explain his reason 
for putting custody, but was nowhere found. 


January 


Saturday—Wrote letter Lawyer Gibbons, received 
his answer—had very short interview with him this after- 
noon, but encouragement expect any assistance from 
him. 

(See Official Letter.) 


find hand bills were posted last night the 
Vendue House following effect: 

printer who not influenced any party. 

(2nd.) “High Church, Lindsay and Fury. 

Low Church, Johnson and Jury.” 

The Rev. Mr. Holbrook informed this day that his 
certain knowledge, sheriff’s officer was fined 
Boston (about years ago) for only lifting the latch 
door—and that the plaintiff appealed superior court 
for further satisfaction notwithstanding the debt the officer 
seized for, was just one. 


Savannah, Jan. 21st, 1792. 
Sir: 

Tho’ but inexperienced politician, will readily 
pledge myself meet the terrors arbitrary explana- 
tion with courage and composure. But possible one 
independent yourself, will deny his counsel, because 
time has not yet disrobed conduct its formidable as- 
pect. told, you have pledged your honor 
the contrary party, will remember obligations you 
still and admit the best apology can. But you come for- 
ward and prove the falsity such report obligation 
for fifty guineas, given before the presence Mr. 
Owens will perhaps found strong your favor any 
bond vou have your possession. 

present custody makes impossible for come 
you. Call upon the house Mr. Charles Scrimger, 
opposite the burying ground, and will soon show you some 
your best advantages, against your worst enemies, but 
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you refuse this humble request—my official journal 
which must publish own defense, will compli- 
ment your perseverance. 


Sir, your most hbl. serv’t, 


JOHNSON. 
The Mayor’s answer. 


January 21st, 1792. 
Sir: 
Your letter this date was this moment handed me. 
will call you soon can make convenient. 
not prompted interview from any motive 
gain (or fear any future publication.) 
sir, 
Your most humble serv’t, 


THOMAS GIBBONS. 
January 22nd. 


Sunday—Still custody—find rumored amongst 
enemies, that own counsellor turned against me. 


January 23rd. 


Monday—Am informed the new overseer appointed 
the Commissioners came town this morning inform 
them—none the working negroes were found and 
that the driver himself was gone from the plantation. 

This evening had interview with the speaker the 
house—am happy finding him still friend; altho’ 
false report was aimed separate our friendship. 


January 24th. 


Tuesday—Was this day formally discharged from cus- 
tody Justice Lewden the presence John Beck and 
Charles Scrimger. 


(See official letter for copy discharge.) 


Received subscription Dol. from very worthy 


friend, towards carrying prosecution against the Com- 
missioners. 


Copy Johnson’s discharge from custody. 
Savannah, Jan. 24th, 1792. 


“T, William Lewden, Esquire, commissioner justice 
for the City Savannah, have held custody from the 11th 
this instant the present time—pursuant the order 
John Coxe, Deputy Sheriff this County, the Rev’d John 
Johnson officially delivered prisoner honor 
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from the hand one the constables this city. But 
having charges brought against him, nor any reason 
expect any will laid before me, hereby acquit him 
from the above custody. 


WILLIAM LEWDEN, 


Witnesses: CHARLES SCRIMGER 
JOHN BECK 


January 25th. 


Wednesday—Offered considerable fee Matthew 
McAllister, Esq., Attorney Law attorney Gen’l for the 
federal court) this day take the cause Bethesda 
against the Commissioners, but did not agree. 


January 26th. 


Thursday—Ordered one the negroes fetch some 
small things value out one the closets the Or- 
phan House—bought paid for with own money per 
receipt now possession; but the things were seized 
soon brought town and the negro put prison 
order Sir George Houstoun. 


January 27th. 


Friday—Agreed with Lawyer McAllister take 
the cause Bethesda and retained him with fee fifty 
dollars. 

informs finds six indictments against op- 
ponents. Four criminal two civil. 

Copy power........ Matthew McAllister, Es- 
Attorney Law and Attorney General for the Federal 

hereby authorize and impower Matthew McAllister, 
Attorney Law, appear for and take such measures, 
institute such process and proceedings any the Courts 
Law, equity this state, relative the Orphan House 
Estate, Bethesda College, the said Matthew Mc- 
Allister may appear legal and proper tend the benefit 
the Trust reposed Selina, Countess Huntingdon 
others. 

Witness hand this 27th day January, 1792. 


JOHNSON. 
January 28th. 


Saturday—Understand eight negroes broke out prison 
last night, one which was the negro belonging the Or- 
phan House put there Thursday last. 
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Embarked board the Eagle, Capt. Ross (bound for 
Charleston) consequence alarm respecting the sit- 


uation Mr. S’s affairs whose hands the bonds belong- 


January 29th. 


bound the mouth the Savannah near 
Tybee Island. rough wind and boisterous sea threatened 
our advance into the ocean. Wrote letter Wayne 


(at Philadelphia), one the members Congress for the 
State Georgia. 


(See official letter.) 


Copy letter the Hon’ble Anthony Wayne, mem- 
ber Congress for the State Georgia. 


Board the Eagle bound for Charleston, January 
29th, 1792. 


Honorable Sir: 


The unexpected disappointment General Jackson 
losing that seat Congress which you now have the honor 
fill has been wreaked upon with all the thunder party 
rage. His conduct indeed puts mind that An- 
tiochus Epiphanes who, disappointed his ambitious de- 
signs against Egypt, let his vengeance fall without mercy 
upon the poor Jews. But this enjoy (seeing made 
outlaw for two years—denied the right Jury and the Liber- 
the Press) consequence his violence our antagonist 
has forged his thunderbolts the expense the constitu- 
tion itself, that Justice and Equity cannot but turn them 
all against the man who aimed them with much 
scorn. motion has been brought forward the late House 
Assembly here the above gentleman (after pledg- 
ing his honor many that had such intention) ex- 
plaining away the transmarine trust the Georgia Orphan 
House Estate and applying toa Chatham Academy. This 
wonderful piece party chicanery entitled “An Act 
Explain Act” and what very remarkable after the House 
had decidedly exploded the idea the property being given 
the Countess Huntingdon fee simple directly turned 
the edge their act against the heirs Lady Huntingdon, 
British subjects non residents therefore aliens incapable 
receiving and executing the same. 

tell not the Northward States! act was made 
the General Assembly Georgia and the meaning 
explained when perhaps not three persons who 
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were the former house made part the General As- 
sembly the latter. How arbitrary and interested, such 
procedures! But how heavily the consequences are fallen 
upon the enclosed will fully inform you, and (if you think 
proper) the public large. 
honored Sir, 
Your most obed’t humb. serv’t, 


JOHNSON. 
January 30th. 


Monday—Weighed anchor this afternoon. Sailed out 
sea with fair wind. 


January 31st. 


Tuesday—Encountered the disadvantage dead calm 
all last night, accompanied with thick fog, but arrived 
Charleston with fair wind about o’clock this night. 


February 


Wednesday—Feel myself good deal recovered from 
the consequence horrible sea sickness. Took view 


the town, was introduced spent the evening with 
the Rev. Mr. Firman. 


February 2nd. 


Thursday—Called upon Roger Smith, Esq., took cer- 
tain papers out his hands belonging the Countess 
Huntingdon. Find has negotiated one bond, all the Con- 
tinental certificates, together with seven Carolina indents 
committed his care for certain bonds, two which 
afraid are not safe, and find the amount the whole with in- 
terest considerably under eleven hundred pounds Eng- 
lish sterling. try their real worth offered them for sale, 
but could not any means get fifty per cent. for the bonds 
one with another. 

Was offered 300 for your bonds Mr. O’gear 
merch’t Charleston, who declared was their full worth. 
the evening called upon Colonel Laurens but was 
out town. 

February 3rd. 


Friday—Called upon Gen’l Pinckney this morning wish- 
ing him take the bonds into his possession, and collect the 
payment them soon convenient; but refused 
take them because was afraid only two them were good. 
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February 4th. 


Saturday—Waited Dr. Smith know had 
mortgage his possession secure Eveleigh’s bond (as 
had some reason hope had) but was out town 
and not expected return for some days. Called again upon 
Colonel Laurens but still the country. 

Understand the Carolina indents sell this time, the 
rate per cent. and that they sold months ago the 
rate 17/6 per pound sterling. pity Mr. nego- 
tiated them such disadvantage. 


February 6th. 


Monday—Embarked this forenoon for Savannah with 
fair wind. Sailed close past the wreck fine vessel—one 
the two lost Saturday last passing Charleston Bar. 


February 7th. 


Tuesday—Arrived safe Savannah after very dan- 
gerous passage (in consequence thick fog sea) about 
half past nine this night. 

Found the city under arms occasioned riot among 
the sailors, determined revenge the inhuman murder 
three their profession last Sunday night. 


February 8th. 


Wednesday—Understand the negroes would 
work during absence and that all things are quite con- 
fusion the plantation. 


February 9th. 


told the overseer which the Commis- 
sioners sent manage the plantation furnished one the 
negroes with boat and sent him fishing few days ago, 
but has never since been heard of. Called upon Lawyer 
McAllister this forenoon, find him encouraged expect 
shall bring the Commissioners terms accommoda- 
tion the principle those second letter Sir 
George Houstoun. 

Find false reports circulating against the 
Sunday but one before last held seditious correspondence 
with the Orphan House negroes the road, and that 
carried off several the Orphan House negroes with 
Charleston.” 
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February 10th. 


Friday—Mr. Polhil informed this day that spent 
the evening the 10th ult. with Jackson and that 
ran out vehemently against first letter Sir George, 
adding with air scorn (before certain time) Johnson 
would taken off the premises the Orphan House Es- 
tate neck words the same effect, importing vio- 
lence—and this was said the audience about five more, 
one whom was Lawyer Stirk—so appears the violence 
the Commissioners was premeditated. This will also justify 
the sheriff’s officer from the charge exceeding his order. 

Called upon the Public Printer this requested 
him the audience Mr. Clarke and Mr. Polhil print 
some papers that the public might know thro’ this 
medium the real situation claims; but received nothing 
but bad language and abuse. 


February 11th. 


Saturday—Received hint from certain friend that 
life danger, requesting not venturing myself abroad 
after dark—also intelligence from another that the case 
standing out against them that they are trying forge out 
accusation against tending treason. 

informed Mr. Milledge, one the 
has ordered some the moveables belonging the 
Estate into his possession that Boyd cutting down some 
the best trees the Habersham tract. 


February 13th. 


superior State Court beginning to-day 
called upon Lawyer McAllister who informed the Com- 
missioners were then about meet consider the terms 
above mentioned—amplified into regular statement, 
letter had laid before them. 


February 14th. 


Tuesday—Understand the Commissioners did not com- 
ply with terms accommodation yesterday. Ordered 
Mr. McA. proceed bringing forward the several.* 

February 16th. 


Thursday—Understand another the negroes 
was brought prison, prisoned this morning Whitefield 
and Denceller. 


*Here something omitted. 
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February 18th. 


Saturday—Saw the driver this afternoon. Says was 
sent take Sam out prison, and that the jailor ordered 
him flog him first which refused do, and came away 
without. 

removed yesterday from Mr. Charles Scrimger’s 


house Johnson’s Square but obliged borrow our 
furniture. 


February 20th. 


business the State Court nearly 
ended and nothing has been done Mr. McAllister against 
the Commissioners have neither seen, nor heard from 
him since ordered him proceed. This morning the negro 
who was brought prison, last Thursday, came 
very miserable condition requesting protection—says 
received 100 lashes this morning order some one 
more the unmerciful usurpers. 


February 27th. 


Monday—Lawyer McAllister has never yet called upon 
since gave him positive orders proceed against the 
Commissioners the Superior Court this State. 

accommodation the plan proposed acceded 
them. The negroes are almost all off; and some- 
thing not done few days must inevitably lose the 
next year’s crop. 


February 28th. 


Tuesday—Denceller (who holds overseer, what the 
Commissioners wish call possession) with another white 
man with him called upon this morning the name 
some the Commissioners demanded the negroes which 
had possession here house town. asked 
him what authority. said had none but what re- 
ceived verbal order the Trustees. told him desired 
their claim the Estate and would only relinquish conse- 
quence due course law their favor. That was re- 
quired steward that man should found faithful. 
That was true fed, harbored and protected the negroes 
which came me, sometimes hungry and greatly distressed 
and would continue so, until was legally dispossessed 
equitable decision jury. then repeated de- 
mand upon their honor for quiet possession till right not 
force should determine the contest. 
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I’m informed the sheriff’s officer made attempt 
take all the negroes out our kitchen but was prevented 
our precautions. 


March Ist. 


Thursday—This morning Betty valuable negro wench 
belonging the Orphan House Plantation came with 
breast very very much swollen smart fever—says she 
was taken from her sucking child was brought prison 
some time ago. 

About o’clock to-day person came inform me, the 
Commissioners were met and were about issue out 
warrant against me. told him was ready meet not 
only without fear, but with pleasure had material ob- 
jection being plaintiff the business. 


March 2nd. 


Friday—An advertisement appeared yesterday’s pa- 
per holding out certain intimidations against and others 
who shall dare oppose the unjust claims the Commis- 
sioners—but determined contradict the most 
public manner can. 


(See official letters extract.) 


March 6th. 


Tuesday—Received two letters from London, one from 
the Rev. Mr. Haweis dated Oct. 29th—the other from Lady 
Ann Erskine dated Nov. 1st, very sorry in- 
deed power attorney accompanies them afraid 
opponents will this time able produce legal proof 
the death Lady Huntingdon. Throw all the expenses 
lawsuit upon laugh all expectations scorn 
the expense not only dear Mr. Whitefield’s original de- 
but the gospel itself. 


March 7th. 


Wednesday—Have prepared advertisement oppo- 
sition that Thursday last the Commis- 
sioners putting into the hands one the principal 
Mechanics take the public printers for publication 
was obliged accept for fear offending the whole 
body 

March 8th. 


Thursday—The Commissioners made board this day 
had the mortification see their premature unlawful 


proceedings contradicted public advertisement before 
they assembled. 


(See official extract.) 
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March 9th. 


Friday—Find small poem called the Rape Bethesda, 
just published and announced for sale Charlestcn—but 
have not received them yet. 


March 10th. 


Saturday—As the greatest part the Commissioners 
are ungodly men and strangers the blessed gospel, the 
more serious part friends begin consider their con- 
duct towards me, and the system persecution— 
heightened into violence much the more plan 
managing the negroes has differed from theirs with success. 


Savannah, March 10th, 1792 


Perhaps Lord Dartmouth Sir Richard Hill 
will think proper lay these papers before the American 
meet his documents Congress Philadelphia. 


JOHNSON. 


The code laws Georgia are except two 
three local respects the same those Great Britain. 


Apoligie. (Sic) 


Excuse whatever incorrect the above Journal, 
which designed official; and not evengelical 

Should have wrote sooner but wished account the 
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HISTORIC SPOTS SUMMERVILLE. 
LAWTON EVANS. 


The Village Summerville, which now the Sixth 
Ward the City Augusta, has acquired considerable 
celebrity late account the presence two large 
winter hotels and its popularity with the Northern tourists. 
lies well above Augusta the west. During the day 
the smoke the city’s industries hovers like mist 
over valley. night the lights the city look like har- 
bor lights upon darkened waters. 

The Village now boasts Country Club, golf links 
and fine houses, and during the winter season scene 
pleasure day and revelry night. But has not always 
been so. Its history dates back before the times the Revo- 
lution, when was merely quiet and obscure residence 
place for few people Augusta, who approached 
old time methods, from their places business the low 
levels. 

Summerville place residence has record for 
more than one hundred years, when Augusta was very 
small town few thousand people and the Village 
Summerville itself, instead being part Augusta 
now, was then removed several miles from the activity 
the town. 

Tradition does not say who first came Summerville, 
or, more popularly known Augusta, “The Hill,” 
but well understood that from Revolutionary times 
there has been decided preference for place resi- 
dence. Only late years has come into its fame, but for 
many generations has been pleasant place for those who 
are weary the struggle and the temperature the lower 
portions the city. 

far back 1790 Thomas Cumming established his 
home the Hill and owned considerable portion its 
present area. built small home, which since has in- 
creased size and changed appearance, but has been 
held its original family, who for three four generations 
have kept the Cumming estate. 

About the same time John Milledge, who was Governor 
Georgia, likewise moved the Hill and established him- 
self what was known for many generations the “Mill- 
edge Place.” also was small house, and being the 
eastern brow the Hill, overlooked the Savannah Valley, 
which, all probablity, John Milledge had his own farm 
lands. There John Milledge lived for many years his 
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old age, and was this place died and from this place 
was carried the little cemetery, which then was far back 
the Hill, but which now practically the center its 
population. 

John Milledge was one the notable men the 
Revolution. was Governor Georgia 1802. For 
him Milledgeville named, and with him closely asso- 
ciated the early history our State. Near him located 
about 1810 James Gardner, and, later on, Thomas Gardner, 
John Howard and Hugh Nesbit—all them not far from 
the Cumming home. These families seem have made the 
original unit which Summerville was composed, cluster- 
ing together the eastern slope the Hill; and back 
them, through the woods, trails, paths and sandy roads led 
into the interior. all probability this group men first 
called the village its name Summerville, since afford- 
unusual advantages for summer residence. The approach 
this group residences was through what known now 
“Battle Row.” 

The original name Battle Row may have been Battle 
Road, and certain that this road occurred some 
the battles the Revolutionary War, since the 
famous White House, which certain atrocities the 
Tories during the siege Augusta were commifted. any 
rate the name Battle Row has adhered this particular 
road for many years, and its origin obscure, that 
one now seems know why was named. There 
intimation the part some the old citizens that 
was the scene many turbulent conflicts between the origi- 
nal settlers the outskirts the city, who were workers 
small mills and industries various sorts and who would 
waylay travelers passing that direction from time time 
and hand-to-hand conflicts would occur which themselves 
were sufficient give the name the road. any rate 
Battle Row was the only approach the Hill for many years. 

Near the Cumming estate there stood old house 
which was not much more than barn but which grew into 
small store and also into school. seems that certain 
Mr. Sandwich, who called himself Lord Sandwich (though 
nobody knows why), opened store and began school 
this place. called Mount Salubrity Academy. 
had few pupils coming from the farms nearby, well 
the children the residents the Hill, and put 
rather conspicuous sign the crossroads, which sign can 


remembered the present day the older inhabitants 
the Hill. 
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The Hill now approached much larger and more 
pretentious highway, and trolley cars and automobiles find 
their way the thickly populated portions. the early 
history Summerville this road was not more than path 
lying through swamps, and was means passable for 
vehicles. Later on, when the United States Arsenal was 
located the Hill, about 1832, this pathway through the 
swamps was widened and covered with planks, and for many 
years was known the “Plank Road” the Hill. toll 
gate both ends the Plank Road demanded passage fees 
all travelers. was only late years that this plank 
road was abandoned and graded road was made that was 
suitable for the passage more pretentious ways trans- 
portation. the site what now the Bon Air Hotel 
there was merely bluff that was inaccessible vehicles 
but which could scaled adventurous riders, and there 
are several old residents the Hill to-day who speak the 
perils approaching town from the top the Hill the 
old Plank Road. 

Early the century John Forsyth came and joined the 
group residents, and built small house near the Cum- 
ming estate, which even this date known the “John 
Forsyth House.” John Forsyth was one the great orators 
and statesmen Georgia. was eminent lawyer, one 
time Governor the State, and was the representative the 
United States the court Spain 1819, where his per- 
suasive eloquence succeeded securing from the Spanish 
Government the cession the territory Florida. many 
others these houses, the Forsyth house has since been 
changed and added to, but there tradition among the 
present owners the house that least one room 
still remains originally built, which room Lafayette 
was entertained upon his visit Augusta 1825. 

Next the old John Forsyth house the Terrett home, 
that once its history was the winter residence Mr. Taft, 
who occupied during the season preceding his inaugura- 
tion President the United States. The only other Gov- 
ernor Georgia who had home the Hill was Charles 
Jenkins, who lived there for many years after became 
Governor, and who died and was buried from his residence 
there. was Governor during the reconstruction period, 
and administered the affairs the state during the most 
trying times. will remembered that when was de- 
posed from office took the seal the Executive 
Department the State and the State’s funds with 
him when retired When the State 
was reconstructed and Gov. Jenkins returned Geor- 
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gia, restored the seal and the State money the 
proper authorities, saying that was glad that the 
seal State had never been desecrated usurper’s hand. 
was granted medal the State Georgia, which 
was inscribed “Jn arduis These words are inscribed 
upon his tombstone the little cemetery the Hill 
where was buried. His home has passed into the hands 
winter resident, and now one the most beautiful 
places the village. 

Richard Henry Wilde also lived the Hill the early 
part the last century very small cottage which has 
been preserved almost entirely, but which was moved from 
its original location adjoining lot. Here Richard 
Henry Wilde lived and wrote some his sweetest verses. 
will long remembered the author that sad but 
beautiful lament known “My life like the summer rose.” 
practiced law, but was ever more fond literature than 
was the legal profession. spent many years 
Italy, studying the life Tasso, and became eminent 
authority that Italian poet. There tradition that 
his studies Florence became interested the frescoes 
the Bargello, and that his studies led him believe that 
portrait Dante was concealed behind certain frescoes. 
Obtaining authority remove the frescoes, uncovered 
portrait Dante which now accepted the authorita- 
tive likeness that great poet. the rear the Wilde 
home was his own little cemetery, which his family were 
buried. the tombstone one his children, find the 
following epitaph: 


“Love, hope and pride lament thee—lost too soon— 
Yet even our very grief with every breath 
Confesses length days misery and the boon 
Heaven sends its favorites, early death.” 


Wilde himself was buried the rear his cottage and 
his grave remained there for many years. Subsequently 
his remains were removed the larger cemetery Augusta 
and are buried near that other great poet, Paul Hamilton 
Hayne. 

The United States Arsenal was located the Hill 
1832. quite large though not very pretentious ar- 
senal, and for many years has been the headquarters 
the Ordnance Department the South Atlantic States. 
came into public notice 1861, when Governor Brown came 
Augusta demand its surrender the United States 
Government, when Georgia seceded from the Union. The 
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ceremony this surrender was very simple. There was 
parade and opposition. The demand for its surrender 
was made, and after few preliminary exchanges cour- 
teous notes, and without any violence whatsoever, com- 
mittee citizens accompanied the Governor the formal 
ceremony lowering the United States flag and raising the 
flag Georgia. The post, course, was untenable the 
United States Government that time, and its taking over 
was simple matter for the State authorities. 

Back the arsenal what known the “Madame 
LeVert House.” Mme. LeVert was granddaughter 
George Walton, signer the Declaration Independence. 
She married Dr. LeVert, Mobile, Alabama, and after his 
death moved the Hill live. She was famous woman 
her time—a traveler and author, who wrote the “Souvenirs 
Travel,” book that charming its recital everyday 
affairs Europe. 

Another one the old historic spots the Hill what 
known the home Alfred Cumming, another distin- 
guished member the Cumming family who, soldier 
the War 1812, came the attention the United States 
authorities. When Utah was organized territory, Alfred 
Cumming was appointed Governor, thereby acquiring title 
which has always attached his name. After his term 
office expired, moved the Hill, where lived the 
time his death. The Governor was quite large man, 
weighing something near 400 pounds. front his home 
there was bench very ample proportions and consider- 
able strength, which the Governor would sit waiting for 
his carriage convey him the city. This bench became 
known “The Governor’s and remained for many 
years after his death. 

Further the Hill was old house known the 
“Smyser Home.” Mr. Smyser came Augusta from 
Charleston, and bought tract land upon which built 
small but comfortable home. was then the out- 
skirts the village but now has been completely sur- 
rounded the growth the population. Upon the death 
Mr. Smyser the place was purchased the late Joseph 
Lamar, who was then lawyer Augusta, and who subse- 
quently became one the Associate Justices the Su- 
preme Court the United States. Judge Lamar improved 
the place considerably and has become one the notable 
places the village. 

few miles back the Hill old farm-house where 
once lived the father General Joseph Wheeler, fame 
the Confederate War and the Spanish War. Here Gen- 
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eral Wheeler was born and spent his boyhood farmer’s 
son. The road leading into the village from the west still 
known “The Wheeler Road,” because led out the 
Wheeler farm. 

The cemetery the Hill was first intended be- 
yond the range the ordinary resident, and was far back 
the woods the time was located. Since its location, 
however, the village has grown it. includes among 
the list those buried there, number who are notable 
the history the State. George Crawford was buried 
there the family burying-ground, being brought from his 
home Bel Air, about ten miles from Augusta; Charles 
Jenkins and John Milledge are also buried the small ceme- 
tery Charles Jones, Jr., who was noted historian the 
State, and whose residence was the Hill, likewise buried 
there. Among the others are Shaler Smith, who during 
the Civil War was the engineer charge construction 
the powder works, and who has passed into history the 
designer the cantilever also Prosper Berckmans, 
who was the leading horticulturist America the time 
his death; Joseph Lamar; Judge Ebenezer Starnes, and 
others who have played important parts the history the 
nation and the community. 

The Village Summerville already one the winter 
residence beauty spots the South, but has buried 
these historic reminiscences that make most attractive 
those who care preserve the traditions the old times. 
All the old homes have changed, new roads have been 
opened, and the pleasure seeker the Country Club and 
the golf links are passing spots that have been noted the 
history Georgia for more than hundred years. 

There are very few places Georgia that have longer 
history more notable one than this little village. 
indeed well these times progress and expense and ex- 
travagance remember that the soil upon which tread 
saturated with the traditions all these years and that 
the flavor by-gone times lingers around the places where 
live and have our pleasures. The influence these tra- 
ditions plainly felt those who live permanently the 
village, and there are those who like point out the 
places where things happened many years ago, and still love 


show the homes where the notable men our state lived 


and reared their families. 

these times, when streets are changed and 
large hotels are built, gardens are opened, and fortunes are 
spent making beautiful homes, still cry back the past 
times when these spots were made notable and sacred 
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the tradition men who labored the interest the public 
cause rather than spent their time seeking extravagant 
pleasures. 


SOME OFFICIAL LETTERS GOVERNOR 
EDWARD TELFAIR. 


The letters herewith presented are only small portion 
the correspondence Governor Telfair, and are taken 
from manuscript volume the possession the Georgia 
Historical Society which contains also some letters 
Governor Samuel Elbert, whom Mr. Telfair succeeded. 

Reference made the important subject the bound- 
ary between Georgia and South Carolina—a subject upon 
which much has been written, and which has not any 
means been clearly understood. The most intelligent and 
reasonable discussion the question that have seen 
contained opinion given the Hon. George Hillyer, 
the year 1915, the case the State Georgia versus 


the Georgia Railway and Power Company. Mr. Hillyer has 
very kindly consented the request the editor let 
reproduced the Quarterly, follow the letters 
Governor Telfair, and are sure our readers will glad 


Copy Letters the year 1786: 
the Honorable the Board Treasury: 


Augusta, 14th January, 1786. 
Gentlemen: 


The Legislature have received and acknowledged Job 
Sumner, Esquire, Commissioner Accounts for this 
State, and have required that notify the same your 
Honorable Board. Gentlemen, 

Your most Hble. 


Council, 16th February, 1786. 
Joseph Clay, 
Savannah. 
Sir: 


Pursuant the Order the Executive hereunto annex- 
you will please deliver charge Mr. James Pearre 
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certain Box case with Books and other Papers said 
your care; the said Box case having been forwarded 
the State Noble Wimberly Jones, Esquire. 
sir, 
Yours, 


His Excellency William Moultrie, Esq., 
Governor South Carolina, 


Augusta, 30th March, 1786. 
Sir: 

had the honor receiving your Excellency’s letter 
the 24th instant regarding the boundaries between the States 
South Carolina and Georgia and observe with peculiar 
pleasure the amicable and friendly disposition your State 
towards the adjustment thereof. 

support equality disposition towards the 
important event the State, which now have the honor 
preside, beg leave call your exellency’s attention 
communication made the Executive the year 1784 
his excellency the Governor Guerard. 

Consequence the delay the part the State 
South Carolina their Commissioners, appoint the 
time and place meet the agents this State proceed 
the objects contained your Communication, The Legis- 
lature their last meeting passed act and therein ap- 
pointed agents proceed according the form pointed out 
the Confederation and perpetual Union the United 
upon taking view this Act, find the Executive 
have power enter into any negotiations proceed 
any other way except the one pointed out aforesaid. 

have the honor be, 
Your Excellency’s obt. serv’t. 


His Excellency John Hancock, Esquire, 
President Congress. 


State Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
ir: 

had communication made the Secretary Con- 
gress dated the 23rd November last passed announcing your 
Excellency being elected President. 

this event permit me, Sir, congratulate you and 
the United States Congress assembled. The Legislature 


THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY. 143 


this State during the last session passed Acts touching 
the federal Requisitions that extent and magnitude that 
will doubtless give energy the federal Union. They will 
presented your Excellency the State Delegates and 
have caused the necessary form office annexed 
them. 

The requisitions Congress the 30th April, 1784, 
respecting the situation Commerce have reason con- 
clude will object the General Assembly this State 
July next and flatter myself with the expectations the 
Legislature pursuing such measures and vesting such powers 
the United States Congress Assembled may com- 
petent the protection Commerce, and Ultimately the 
Establishment Navy, greatest Bulwark National 
safety. have the honor be, 

Your excellency’s serv’t, 


Charles Thomson, Esquire, 
Secretary Congress. 


State Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
ir: 

the 9th day February received dispatches from 
your Office the 23rd November 3rd December which 
were laid before the General Assembly way informa- 
tion. And since their recess the 30th, ulto., also receiv- 
dispatches the 3rd 12th 15th, 28th 
February the 4th March all last passed, which 
said Communications shall also laid before the Legisla- 
ture when met. 

Sir, your most obt. serv’t, 


Honorable Samuel Osgood Walter Livingston, Esquires, 
Board Treasury. 


State Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
Gentlemen: 


received the 30th, ultimo, dispatches from your 
Board, dated the 16th, 26th October, the 3rd 17th 
December last passed the receipt which now have the 
honor acknowledge, shall due course, cause the same 
laid before the Legislature when met. affords 
pleasure observe that the Acts passed the General As- 
sembly this State, during their last Session will give great 


144 THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY. 


stability the federal funds addition this, certain 
funds are appropriated toward the payment arrears which 
will course notified you the proper Officer soon 
they can fully ascertained. 

believe this State not singular the derangement 
her finances, the same time flatter myself they “will soon 

find there are some part the expenditure and ad- 
vances made the Citizens this state the Quarter 
Master, Clothier, Medical Departments, that the Com- 
missioner Accounts for this State not conceive himself 
fully authorized take liquidate. Upon this Subject 
beg leave remark that the State United States have 
various times made advances the late Officers acting 
these departments this State, much having nearly 
closed the same, from what can understand their vouch- 
ers Accounts are chiefly ready for final settlement. 

can point out mode except the heads the afore- 
said departments are, may vested with power trans- 
mit the respective advances the State Commissioners with 
the regulations such cases. which time will 
furnished with the respective State advances. this mode 
procedure matters would brought speedy issue. 

Any assistance information the Executive can afford 
the State Commissioners will all times had. Without 
some similar regulations what have now pointed out 
adopted, see prospect drawing this busines con- 
clusion. 

have the honor your most obt. 


The Honorable John Jay, Esquire, 
Secretary Foreign Affairs, 
New York. 


State Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
Sir: 
Your dispatches the 14th Oct., 10th Jan. last passed 
came hand the 30th, ult. The information contained 
the former Communication that consequence that ap- 
pears have engaged the attention Congress and may 
lead some speedy adoption federal “ultimately re- 
spective States operations. Upon this subject its progress 
make doubt being fully informed. 
have the honor your most obt. serv’t, 
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His Excellency The Governor Virginia. 


Augusta, Georgia, 27th May 1786. 
Sir: 

The Commonwealth which your Excellency presides, 
having all occasions displayed every ratiocination any 
her sister States when required, have induced the 
Executive this State enter into the inclosed order upon 
which the present communication founded. 

The savage depredations that have late taken place 
our Western Frontier and the want sufficient supply 
Arms, etc., give full energy defensive measures, 
hope will plead forcible excuse for the liberty taken the 
present occasion. 

have the honor your most obt. 


Mr. Robert Dixon, 
Augusta. 
May 27th, 1786. 
Sir: 

proceed with all convenient speed the County 
Charlotte the Commonwealth Virginia there take 
into your care and possession the arms, etc., belonging 
this State the hands any person persons whose 
care the same may be, and procure such transportation 
may necessary for the safe conveyance the said arms, 
etc., this place immediately thereafter the City 
Richmond with the Dispatches for his Excellency Governor 
Henry, and case supply Arms, etc., way Loan 
from that State you are take immediate order for trans- 
portation the same the place aforesaid. 

Your most obt. 


His Excellency William Moultrie, Esquire, 
Governor the State South Carolina. 


Augusta, May 30th, 1786. 
ir: 

myself the honor transmit your Excellency 
the application the Executive this day for the loan 
Arms, etc. The savage depredations that have late taken 
place the Western frontiers this State, and the want 
Sufficient number Arms for defensive measures will 
plead sufficient excuse for the requisition now 
made. 
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will afford pleasure favored with speedy 
reply the premises. 
have the honor be, etc., 


Honorable William Houstoun Wm. Few, Esquires, 
Agents 


Augusta, Georgia, 18th August, 1786. 
Gentlemen: 

The Legislature this State during the late Session 
appointed General Lachlan John Houstoun, and 
Joseph Clay, Esquires, Commissioners treat with the 
Commissioners appointed the State South Carolina 
order endeavour amicable Settlement dispute 
with this State and the State South Carolina respecting 
boundary, and this end have required that you co-operate 
with the agents the State South Carolina adjourn 
the Federal Court until some time the Spring give 
time for accommodation such can procured. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obt. Serv’t, 


His Excellency Wm. Moultrie, 


Augusta, Ga., 18th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

have the pleasure inform your Excellency that the 
Legislature this State their late meeting entered into 
certain resolutions endeavor amicable settlement 
and adjustment the dispute respecting Boundary between 
this State and the State South Carolina, and that end 
have appointed General Lachlan McIntosh, John Houstoun 
and Joseph Clay, Esquires, Commissioners treat with 
Commissioners appointed the State which you preside. 
order facilitate this measure have wrote the 
Agents this State co-operate with the Agents South 
Carolina adjourn the Federal Court until some time 
the Spring give time for accommodation such can 
procured. 

make doubt your Excellency’s making the neces- 
sary communication the agents South Carolina this 
subject and also giving early information the result. 

have the honor be, 
Sir, your Excellency’s most obt. serv’t, 
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Messrs. William Houstoun William Few, Esquires. 


Augusta, Ga., 20th August, 1786. 
Gentlemen: 


The pacifick disposition this State towards the nu- 
merous Tribes Indians residing the West, has all 
times been fully evinced the peculiar attention paid 
the Legislature towards them, the appointment Com- 
missioners various times treat principles amity, 
and opening free trade and otherwise maintaining inter- 
course and good understanding with them. Which measures 
have proved effectual with the respective Tribes and nations 
until some time May last, when several parties Creek 
Indians marched the frontier Settlement, and committed 
murders and Depredations the persons and property 
Citizens this State which caused much alarm and distress 
the frontier’s Settlers. This conduct their part caused 
every exertion take place the part the State towards 
defence. 

The Legislature during the late session appointed Com- 
missioners treat with the Creek Nation, and they have 
sent Talk tending the re- -establishment peace, and 
have also made conditional provision case they decline 
meeting with the Commissioners, and should evince they 
intend hostile invasion meditate War against the 
white people this State. 

After having reference the different Communications 
and other documents herewith transmitted, flatter myself 
the conduct this State will meet the approbation Con- 
gress and through you Gentlemen have now solicit 
the immediate aid and attention that Honorable Body 
towards this State. 

have the honor Your most obt. serv’t, 


Messrs. Robert Dixon Stephen Jett, Esqs. 


Augusta, Ga., Feb. 27th, 1786. 
Gentlemen: 


The Commission with which you are now furnished 
founded Resolution the General Assembly the 8th 
inst. having reference it, the duties required you 
will more fully appear. have require that you all 
times and all oceasions use every means your power 
cultivate the good and friendly disposition the Choc- 
taw and Chickesaw Indians and make them otherwise 
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useful this State the event war with the Creek Indians 
and that you also explain the people residing the 
Holstien Notechuckey, and Wataga Settlements the Views 
and designs this State demanding Satisfaction the 
Creek Nation and the great probability there Vigorous 
operations being carried against the said Indians. 

this subject have wrote the Honorable Mr. 
Sevier and notified that about the first November case 
need the movements the part this State will take 

lace. 
must now require you Gentlemen full information 
and correspondence the premises committed your care. 
am, Gentlemen, 


Note—Commissioner the Choctaw and Chickesaw 
nations and explain the Settlements Holstien, Note- 
chuckey, and Wataga, the motives this State with regard 
the Creek Indians. 


Honorable John Sevier, Esq. 


Augusta, Ga., 27th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

received your letter the 14th May last, and would 
have made reply sooner the circumstances the 
case would have admitted thereof. The Legislature were 
near their time meeting the receipt it, and their de- 
liberations were necessary in. order form some criterion 
whereby might reduce communication some certain 
standard. 

The General Assembly this state among other things 
took under their consideration that district Territory 
the Tennessee and after deliberating some time thereon 
postponed the Consideration until January, which 
you will readily perceive that immediate order can 

The Creek Indians have committed murders and depre- 
dations the persons and property Citizens this State, 
which have caused the Legislature adopt measures for 
the better security thereof. has been the policy and 
peculiar object this State cultivate amity with the re- 
spective Nations and Tribes Indians residing the West- 
ward and moreover evince pacifick disposition her 
part. The General Assembly have appointed Commission- 
ers meet the 15th October next, for the purpose 
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negotiating peace with the Creek Nation, failure 
which this State will carry immediate and vigorous 
operation against the said Indians. 

being suggested that you intend march body 
men against the Creek Indians, flatter myself will tend 
greatly the success both armies begin their move- 
ments one and the same time, should become necessary 
which said movements will take effect this State about 
the first day November next. this subject have 
solicit your immediate answer and determination. have 
also inform you that Robert Dixon, and Stephen Jett, 
Esq’rs, are appointed Commissioners the part this 
State communicate the result any conference that may 
come within their department and are competent give 
you information. 

sir, 


Benjamin James, 
Agent Choctaw Nation. 


Augusta, Ga., 27th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

have the pleasure transmit your commission 
agent the Choctaw Nation, and the same time inform 
you that the Legislature have revoked and made null and 
void the powers granted John Wood act that office. 

affords pleasure informed your abilities 
and great influence the aforesaid Nation, which means 
hopeful your well directed exertions may terminate 
favorable the present views and designs this State. 

The Legislature consequence murders and depre- 
dations committed the Creek Indians have directed 
fifteen hundred men embodied immediately attend 
Commissioners appointed treat with the Creek nation, 
and demand satisfaction, and assurance peace, and 
thereafter should become necessary the aforesaid men are 
joined another body carry immediate and vigor- 
ous operations against the said Indians. 

The intended bodies men case need will 
readinesss march about the first week November next. 
have desisted from entering into minute detail this 
business the talk herewith sent. presumption will 
more expedient that you conjunction with Robert 
Dixon and Stephen Jett, Esquires, make such communica- 
tion the head men and warriors that nation this 
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subject, you may deem best calculated cultivate the 
good and friendly disposition that nation, and make 
them otherwise useful this State. the event War with 
the Creek Nation shall look forward making supply 
ammunition for the service Choctaws; case you give 
full assurance, that the force such supply will di- 
rected the proper object. 
sir, 


Joseph Martin, 
Agent the Cherokee and Chickesaw Nation. 
Augusta, Ga., August 27th, 1786. 
ir: 

received your letter the 14th May and have here- 
with transmitted talk you are without delay give the 
Chickesaw Nation and also such part may appli- 
cable the Cherokee Indians, and you are this conjunc- 
ture use every means your power, cultivate the good 
and friendly disposition the aforesaid Tribes and nations 
Indians and also keep two three spies continually 
the Creek Nation with proper runners, taking special care 
transmit every information you may receive touching 
their movement hostile preparation. You will also use 
every address your power engage the Tribes Indians 
your department render services this State case 
war with the Creek Nation. Fifteen hundred men are 
embodying take post Shoulder Bone near the Oconee 
about the 15th October and Commissioners are appointed 
attend that time and place demand satisfaction 
the Creek Nation and case non-compliance the afore- 
said men are joined with another body men carry 
immediate and vigorous operations against the said 
Indians. 

Sir, Your most obt. Serv’t, 


William Davenport, 

Commissary Choctaw Nation. 

Augusta, Ga., 27th August, 1786. 

ir: 
The General Assembly during their late session appoint- 

you Commissary the Choctaw Nation with salary 


twenty-five pounds Sterling, pursuance which 
receive your commission. 


q 
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have now give you special charge cultivate the 
good and friendly disposition the said nation behalf 
this State and use every prudent measure render them 
beneficial case open hostilities with the Creek Nation. 

shall this subject refer you Robert Dixon, and 
Stephen Jett, Esquires, Commissioners this State that 


department, and also Benjamin James, Esq., Agent the 
aforesaid Nation. sir, 


John Habersham, 
Chairman the Board Commissioners for Treating 
with the Creek Indians. 
Sir: Augusta, 4th Sept., 1786. 


You have herewith transmitted copies two letters 
have just received from Mr. Barnard which you will 
observe moment not lost making the necessary 
opposition repel the hostile attacks the Creeks which 
have every reason conclude will take place before 
many weeks, short they are determined war which 
see reason doubt, the event renewal hostilities 
may every day expected. the present situation 
affairs must call your immediate attendance with the Gen- 
tlemen your board that council and deliberation this 
important period may take place order that one uniform 
system may prevail. The Executive have appropriated the 
sum two thousand pounds, Sterling, towards the purchase 
Arms, Ammunition, etc. The net proceeds this sum 
will prove inadequate the present emergency. must 
therefore lay before your Honorable board the necessity 
recommending draw the Treasury for sum ade- 
quate the purchase one thousand Swords, four field 
pieces and five hundred Stand arms addition the 
quantity already ordered. The Executive lament this criti- 
cal conjuncture, the restraint laid the executive powers, 
which the common safety the people are immediately 
interested, and period when the pointed exertions 
few days being delayed may endanger the public safety. 

sir, 


Brigadier General John Twiggs. 


Augusta, 11th Oct., 1786. 
Sir: 
The detachment fifteen hundred men ordered the 
Executive attend the Commissioners appointed treat 
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with the Creek Indians you are (in conformity the express 
order the Executive) take under your Command, and 
all cases touching the disposition arrangement the 


aforesaid force subject the orders and Commands 


the said Commissioners Majority them, far 
shall relate the said Indians. You are addition 
thereto cause such other restrictions and give such orders 
such officers and men may actual service your 
opinion will tend good order, and shall have tendency 
carry into execution the views and designs the Com- 
missioners far conformable the will and de- 
cree the Legislature, all which you are consider 
standing Orders until otherwise directed some 
other Superior Officer. Sir, 


Brigadier General Elijah Clarke. 


Augusta, 12th October, 1786. 
Sir: 

received your letters the 7th 8th inst. small 
Quantity Arms and Ammunition arrived and more daily 
expected which will deposited the hands the Quarter 
Master General, subject the Warrant the Command- 
ing Officers. The arrangements are fully completed the 


eral Issues, Pay Master General and Inspector General. 
Sir, your most obt. serv’t., 


The Hon’ble Wm. Few, Esq. 


Augusta, 19th Oct., 1786. 
Sir: 

received letter from the delegation which was laid 
before the Legislature and order issued Mr. Berrien 
take the draft him. must observe that the Collec- 
tor’s office Sav., has been the only productive fund for 
specie, which now expires Virtue Act for the 
Emission paper currency. This circumstance with partial 
drafts for supplies Ammunition, etc., times extreme 
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danger and also means drafts made thereon the 
late assembly will effectually preclude every hope aid 
from that channel. 

Mr. Houstoun’s term will soon expire, from which con- 
clude the provision made the Executive will prove 
adequate his time Service. 

order give support the Delegation Federal 
Court, and aid the requisitions Congress the Legis- 
lature have appropriated the sum 12,000 Lbs., Sterling, out 
the non emission towards the purchase produce 
order more fully enable the Agents appointed remit 
New York—a part this sum will their hands 
few days out which the Executive have directed the sum 
233.6.8 Lbs. remitted you. 

The Creeks have not yet renewed hostilities and 
said are now about treat. The Commissioners appointed 
negotiate this business have repaired Oconee. River 
where detachment 1500 men are ordered attend. The 
progress and event this meeting will determined 
few weeks, after which you shall furnished with detail 
the proceedings. This unfortunate outrage their part 
have been the cause very considerable expenditure, 
which can only obviated future the peace having 
such coercive checks will compel them abide it. 
support your opinion the subject the Post coming di- 
rectly this place, inclose Order the Executive 
founded the detention Government dispatches Sa- 
vannah for many Months. think your proposition this 
head cannot fail success, when taking into View the 
propriety all communications the part the federal 
Government going directly the place residence and Seat 
Government within the respective States, while System 
must give way partial accommodations our Government 
can never placed the true basis public Utility. 
perfectly Satisfied with the mode pursued the Agents 
the part the State that respects the Federal Court, the 
period decision being distant will afford sufficient time 
for the Commissioners confer the part the States, 
and also for the Legislature accommodate they see fit. 
Even that case the necessarv forms the Federal Court 
will requisite make the measure conclusive. 


am, Sir, Yours, 


I | 
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Honorable John Habersham, 
Chairman the Board Commissioners appointed 
Treat with the Creek Nation. 


October 20th, 1786. 
Sir: 

The Executive since your departure have received 
sundry dispatches relating the Creek Indians, extracts 
which have been directed made out and are herewith 
transmitted for the information your honorable Board. 


The Honorable Duplissis, 

Brigadier General His Most Christian Majesty’s 
Armies and late Governor Saint Vincent, Effing- 
ham County. 

Augusta, 19th October, 1786. 
Sir: 

have been favored with your letter the 8th inst., in- 
forming your arrival and your intention making this 
State your seat residence. affords peculiar pleasure 
congratulate you the occasion full expectations that 
the system You have adopted will prove beneficial. 
wish your example may followed Gentlemen rank 
and distinction from the Nation that went hand hand 
with the arduous struggles long complicated war 
and fixed early standard the friend and Ally the 
American republics. 

The Executive have taken under consideration that 
part your letter that respects the duties paid Savannah 
stores and provisions for your own use and have entered 
into Order thereon that affords pleasure transmit 
you. 

have the same time acknowledge the receipt 
letter from Major General Elbert and also one from Mons. 
Sibly, Consul France Charleston, which Sir, together 
with your polite address me, have full evidence your 
Rank, Merit and abilities, and during the period, 
Office, will afford pleasure make any communication 
public nature that may contribute your ease and Satis- 
faction. have the honor be, yours, Sir, 
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BOUNDARY BETWEEN GEORGIA AND SOUTH 


CAROLINA. 
THE STATE TAX ASSESSMENT, GREGG SHOALS 
vs. PROPERTY. 
GEORGIA RAILWAY 
POWER CO. 1913-1914. AWARD September 17, 1915. 


Opinion George Hillyer, Arbitrator. 


The controversy this case turns mainly the proper 
location the boundary between the States Georgia and 
South Carolina. There doubt that the ordinary 
reaches the river where island islands exist, the 
current main thread the channel the Savannah 
River the boundary between the two States. This was 
held the case Simpson vs. the State, Georgia 41; 
and the case James vs. the State, 10th Appeals 
Reports, page these were criminal cases where 
fight had occurred near crossing the boundary one 
them occurred bridge connecting the two States. 
But both these cases the question was uncomplicated 
the presence existence any island islands the 
ties question. 

According both these decisions and very obviously 
the question determined reference the treaty 
Beaufort, dated April 28, 1787, afterwards ratified the 
Legislature the State Georgia, and presumably South 
Carolina also. The Code 1861, Section 18, provides that 
the line between Georgia and South Carolina shall con- 
form “as much possible the line agreed the 
Commissioners said States Beaufort the 28th day 
April, 1787.” This language repeated every re- 
vision the Code down and including the Code 1911, 
Section 17. 

order construe the convention treaty Beau- 
fort properly, look, course, the law, stood prior 
that time and the conditions with which that Convention 
dealt. The Legislature Georgia passed act 1783,— 
see Watkins Digest, page 749, which was five years before 
the treaty Beaufort, which was recited that the 
“limits, boundaries, jurisdictions and authority the State 
Georgia had and did and right ought extend from 
the mouth the river Savannah along the North side 
thereof and the most Northern stream fork said 
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The Treaty Digest, page 754,— 
dealt with two phases the controversy between Georgia 
and South Carolina. One was the boundary between the 
two States; the other was the navigation the river Savan- 
nah from its mouth clear the head the Tugalo, 
make such navigation advantageous and absolutely 
free tolls, duty, interference any kind one State 
with the inhabitants the other. Article first the treaty 
Beaufort deals with the boundary, and this section pro- 
vides,—leaving out surplus words relating other mat- 
the most Northern branch stream the river 
Savannah from the sea mouth such stream the fork 
confluence the rivers now called Tugalo and Keowee,— 
reserving all the islands the said rivers Savannah and 
shall forever hereafter form the separation limit and bound- 
ary between the States South Carolina and Georgia.” 
Article second said treaty Beaufort, which relates 
the other subject, provides follows: 

“The NAVIGATION (capitals mine) the river Sa- 
vannah and from the bar and mouth along the North-east 
side Cockspur Island and the direct course the main 
Northern channel along the Northern side Hutchinson’s 
Island and from thence the bed principal stream the 
said river the confluence the rivers Tugalo and Keowee, 
and from the confluence the channel the most Northern 
stream the Tugalo River its source and back again 
the same channel the Atlantic Ocean, declared 
henceforth equally free the citizens both States, and 
free from duties, tolls, hindrances, interruptions, etc., at- 
tempted enforced one State the citizens the 
other; and all the rest the river Savannah the 
Southward the foregoing description acknowledged 
the exclusive right the State Georgia.” 

observe that the boundary line the most North- 
ern branch stream said river; but run that shall 
reserve all the islands the river Georgia; but the line 
navigation the principal stream said river. Obviously, 
the intention had been that the right navigation shall 
follow the boundary the State there would have been 
necessity for this second paragraph treating the boundary 
line one thing and the channel navigation another 
thing. would have been easy say, such had béen the 
intention, that the right navigation along said boundary 
shall open and free. But the framers the treaty 
Beaufort knew that the channel would run sometimes 


one side the boundary line and sometimes the other; 
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and therefore was necessary draw two sections, one 
defining the route channel navigation and the other 
defining the boundary, which would sometimes run along 
stream the river too small shallow for navigation; and 
the framers that treaty met the difficulty inserting 
the two separate articles the treaty cover the problem 
each these respects separately. the one case when 
dealing with the question navigation the language 
“along the bed principal stream” the river “and back 
again the same channel.” But when dealing with the 
boundary, the language “the most Northern branch 
stream said river.” the present instance there are 
islands the locality controversy. The concrete 
masonry dam about ft. high stretches across the river 
from the Georgia side with its Northern Eastern end 
actually touching almost touching the upper end point 
island, which island about feet from the 
South Carolina shore. There was always current 
stream the river running down between said island 
and the South Carolina shore, just called for 
the boundary description contained the treaty 
Beaufort. There are several islands the river im- 
mediately above and below the dam. The principal stream 
the river formerly existed before any dam was built 
threaded its way among these islands sometimes the 
Georgia side and sometimes the Carolina side them. 
matter proof that pole boat navigation and down 
the river was old times matter very great practical 
importance. not strange that the right such naviga- 
tion should carefully considered the Commissioners 
this case the proof some witnesses living 
that locality that the boat landings and channel formerly 
used the boats conformed the principles here recog- 
nized following the main channel, matter which 
side the island the main channel might happen be. 

mind entirely clear that the Comptroller 
General correct having treated the stream the river 
which separates the island here question from South 
Carolina the Eastern end the dam marking the true 
boundary between the two States that particular locality 
and from thence bending curving the like stream 
the next island islands take the islands the 
Georgia side, absolutely correct. 

The Savannah noble river nearly 300 miles long; fed 
pure mountain springs averaging 1000 feet wide from the 
locality here question, down the sea. There are very 
many islands the Savannah them, 
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and every island involved this question. Many them, 
—possibly most them, are located shoaly parts and 
falls adapted for water power development; and constantly 
growing importance and value. very greatly the 
public interest that the rights the State and all concerned 
should carefully preserved and the correct conclusion 
this particular phase the question boundary where 
island islands exist the river, should finally and 
authoritatively adjudicated. 

The convention treaty Beaufort 1787 was framed 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Andrew Pickens, Pierce 
Butler, Jno. Habersham and Lachlan McIntosh. They were 
very able men. When they took hold the problem they had 
deal with the line boundary already set forth 
Georgia the Act 1783 above mentioned. That Act dealt 
with two elements description ;—One run “along the 
North side thereof” (the Savannah), and the other “up the 
most Northern stream fork the said river Savannah.” 
The first gave the whole bed the river; islands and all, 
Georgia, clear across the South Carolina side. The 
other element description the Act 1783 related 
“forks” the river; such for instance the Broad Geor- 
gia the Seneca South Carolina. The “fork” river 
the same the “branch” And accordingly the 
Beaufort Commission 1787 used the word branch instead 
fork; but use the word stream the same sense was 
used the Act 1783; just run the boundary 
every “stream” the river Savannah that separates any 
island from South Carolina, and thereby aptly “reserving all 
the islands Georgia.” 

Any one doubt the meaning shades mean- 
ing the words phrases question consulting the 
dictionary will see that the flowing body water either 
side island very properly called “stream but that 
“branch” the river fork that flows into it. The only 
change made the Beaufort Commission was that plain 
meaning and construction they made the boundary run not 
along the north side theretofore but along the current 
main thread the channel the river where there are 
islands island: and extending bending along 
the middle thread every stream the river which sepa- 
rates any island islands from the South Carolina side. 

conceded those holding the contrary view, that 
the island here specially question (at the eastern end 
the dam) also every other island, belongs Georgia. 
this so, then every other island similarly situated 
entirely surrounded territory the other State: and 
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even though inhabited very large, hundreds acres per- 
haps; worth thousands for water power purposes, Georgia 
officers would have through South Carolina serve 
process enforce her laws. submit with all due respect 
that the Beaufort Commissioners never perpetrated 
absurdity like that; and that the conclusion here submitted 
not only the “possible” but the obvious and reasonable 
conclusion. 

Code, Section 17. 

There was very serious dispute values and 
amounts. The arbitrators readily came together agree- 
ing the figures set forth the assessment and comment 
that feature the award not needed for understand- 
ing the real dispute the case above set forth. 

Having made careful investigation and study the 
subject, think duty place the reasons and con- 
clusions touching same the record, here set forth. 


(Signed) GEORGE HILLYER, 
Arbitrator. 


BOUNDARY BETWEEN GEORGIA AND SOUTH 


CAROLINA. 
THE STATE TAX ASSESSMENT, GREGG SHOALS 
vs. PROPERTY. 
GEORGIA RAILWAY 
POWER CO. 1913-1914. AWARD September 17, 1915. 


Supplemental Opinion George Hillyer, Arbitrator. 


Since writing out the former opinion this contro- 
versy attention has been called letter covering the 
subject boundary between the States Georgia and South 
Carolina, written Governor Howell Cobb the Governor 
South Carolina 1852, and which letter, though probably 
never printed, upon further inquiry have ascertained 
duly recorded the volume executive minutes for the 
year 1852, page 389. having copy said letter 
prepared for the filing along with this supplemental opinion. 
This letter, like everything else coming from the brain and 
hand Governor Cobb, singularly logical and clear. 
led take note the fact that probably this letter was 
not before the Supreme Court nor the Court Appeals 
the time rendering the two decisions mentioned and set 
forth the above mentioned opinion already written out 
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me, and that said letter with the very pregnant facts 
related therein had been before the above courts for review, 
the decision might have been different. naturally follows 
that any time hereafter those decisions should ques- 
tioned and reviewed, provided law, they may re- 
versed. 

occurs add that the deeds and mesne con- 
veyances which would make the Carolina shore the true 
boundary provided the Act 1783, relating the 
several tracts land with which this controversy con- 
cerned, seem describe the entire bed the river, which 
would include not only the dam but the power house, lying 
and being Georgia; and quite probable that the con- 
testing company this case derives title either the later 
deeds the older ones, possibly both, not describing the 
bed the river any part being South Carolina, 
but recognizing its locus situs entirely Georgia. 

The decisions the Supreme Court Georgia and 
Court Appeals naming the central main current the 
river the boundary, where islands exist, are course 
binding all concerned, long they stand; and the 
assessment this case has been made accordance there- 
with. But all doubt should removed and the question 
boundary finally settled and adjudicated, save endless 
and vexatious controversy hereafter. Probably appeal 
the Supreme Court the United States, suggested 
Governor Cobb, Annual Message 1852, the best and 
wisest method. 

predjudice the rights the State, but far own 
action concerned, leave the matter open for final ad- 
judication the law and justice shall appertain. 
Atlanta, Ga., October 1915. 


(Signed) GEORGE HILLYER, 
Arbitrator. 
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REV. ZUBLY’S APPEAL THE GRAND JURY. 
OCT. 1777. 


reproducing this extraordinary document which 
believe has never been given full since was first 
published broadside, deem advisable state some 
preliminary facts. 

Dr. Zubly came America about 1758, after short 
residence South Carolina made his way Savannah, and 
1760 became the pastor the Independent Presbyterian 
Church. When the troubles preceding the American Revo- 
lution began was ardent patriot and espoused the cause 
the American Colonies. was member the Pro- 
vincial Congress and took active part its proceedings. 
was elected one the members the Continental Con- 
gress, and was placed four important committees. 

addressed the inhabitants Georgia the State 
the Country and make the following extracts from that 
document. “It with great sorrow are acquaint you 
that what our fears suggested, but our reason thought impos- 
sible, actually come pass. civil war America 

“You will permit most earnestly recommend 
you steady perseverance the cause Liberty, and that 
you will use all possible caution not say anything 
unworthy glorious promote frugality, peace, 
and order; and, the practice every social and religious 
duty, patiently wait the return that happy day when 
may quietly sit under our vine and fig tree, and man 
make afraid.” 

Like the Rev. Jacob Duche, chaplain the Continental 
Congress, abandoned the cause the Colonies and be- 
came out and out espouser the British cause. made 
himself obnoxious the Colonists that gave his seat 
Congress when his defection was revealed through his 
correspondence with Sir James Wright, and returned 
Savannah where became active the British side, and 


1777 was banished from Georgia, and half his estate 
was confiscated. 


then went South Carolina where remained until 
the Royal Government was re-established South Georgia 
1779. died Savannah the 23rd July, 1781. 


The paper which follows was written immediately after 
the act confiscation was passed. 
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THE GRAND JURY THE COUNTY CHATHAM, 


STATE GEORGIA. 
Gentlemen: 


the point being (unjustly conceive) banished 
from this Country, think debt due those whom shall 
leave behind, point out the very fatal precipice towards 
which this State is, think, now verging, and which, 
opinion must soon complete the Ruin the State, and 
every individual. cannot address myself any one more 
properly than you, who are the Grand Inquest, and 
things take their present natural course, will probably 
the last Grand Jury that will have opportunity enquire 
into grievances, present them for redress and judge whether 
man shall put the painful solemnity trial. 

You must convinced, gentlemen, that grievance 
can more properly demand the attention Grand Jury, 
than that which strikes the very root its existence. 
That nothing can more injurious Freemen popu- 
lar Government than declared SUBJECTS. That noth- 
ing can more alarming, than the establishment power 
take away liberty and property out the usual and due 
course law, power distinct from and opposition 
the only legal and constitutional judiciary department. 

You must convinced, gentlemen, that the Constitu- 
tions, which people are governed, may altered, 
infringed, taken away, acted contrary against, the 
pleasure those who may chuse so, Constitutional 

must swear Oath Allegiance other States, 
who are not oath bound support, nor claim any right 
rule over us, the independency this State end. 

man may taken without any previous accusa- 
tion upon oath, all liberty end. 

man may condemned without any public trial, 
pretense violation law, all law end. 

may determined against his known and pro- 
fessed enemies, whom not allowed except against, 
all appearance justice end. 

man cannot preserve liberty and property, without 
taking oath, which cannot known whether true, 
and part known false, all decency end. 

And word, where the Constitution not law 
rulers, when judges and powers are set manifest op- 
position it—where natural justice, which condemns 
man without crime proved, disregarded—where set 
men, not sworn act according law, and justice 
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are vested with discretionary powers, harass spare 
whom they please, ask what constitution, what law, what 
liberty property can the people possibly hope for, what 
motive can they have swear, what benefit can they ex- 
pect from oath allegiance! What great blessing can 
those, who may ruled without, contrary law and the 
constitution, expect from their rulers, and what can those 
who rule contrary constitution, from which they derive 
all their authority, and which they have sworn support, 
expect from the people? 

submit it, gentlemen, whether the treatment have 
received comes within any these cases, but the gentle- 
men who were called upon before me, were prisoners 
parole (which seems not held sacred). 

look upon myself the very first victim singled out 
feel the effects power which will greatly affect every man 
this State. any government its proper channel may 
require oath the people, must yet look upon 
great stretch power, that man shall permitted 
swear, unless produces two vouchers, this conceive 
equally dishonorable government, the vouchers that are 
presented, and the person that take the oath. 

government can not acquiesce the highest assur- 
ance they can receive oath, marks very strong diffidence, 
which usually the effect fear, that something else. 

two persons vouch for one, and swear not- 
withstanding, plainly treating the vouchers like men 
without vouchers, plainly implies supposition that 
would forswear himself. This apprehend most ungener- 
ous illiberal presumption, (unworthy wise government 
and intolerable virtuous people). 

free government person can compelled 
appear before any but the lawful judge, and case re- 
fusal and contempt, may proceeded against and outlawed. 
have been ordered appear before judges who have 
existence our Constitution, under the moderate penalty, 
not being proceeded against and outlawed, but 
immediate forfeiture effects, and being sent any 
gaol without bail mainprize. 

When appeared was not indeed required take 
oath, but had the alternative set before me, either take 
it, banished forty days—that had some scruple— 
and had heard that the Committee themselves had altered 
the oath, availed nothing. The chairman told that 
they acted wrong, they were liable called ac- 
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count, the Assembly, suppose, who will not meet till 
after banished, and shall have out power 
prefer complaint. 

power tender oath deprive man half his 
estate, and banish him from every endearing connection, 
lodged seven men, without appeal, without check, without 
challenge. verily believe this State the only one which 
hath trusted few men with much power—a power 
which annihilates Grand Juries altogether, and effectually 
renders Petty Juries useless. Formerly trial, the issue 
which might not above ten pounds, had jury 
twelve men, any whom might challenged, who must 
freeholders, and unanimous their verdict. the mat- 
ter now mended, every man’s person and half his property 
lies the mercy seven men, who need not have any quali- 
fications, need not receive produce any accusation, hear 
any evidence, nor judge the breach any law, but only 
swear that they will judge and determine the best their 
knowledge, without favour affection. 

Besides the civility hearing short defense with- 
out interruption must the committee the justice ac- 
knowledge that they have proceeded against more form- 
ally than against the two gentlemen heard before, far 
know, against any that were heard after me. They 
exhibited some charge, very enormous one indeed, 
parallel which doubt whether the most experienced law- 
yer will find any law books new old. The Chairman, 
desire most gravely and solemnly asked “Whether before 
went the Continental Congress delegate, had ever 
signed the Association,” and must not evident that 
person, who may but asked important question, must 
suspected person course, and deserve banished 
internal enemy the State? You may informed 
numbers who were present that this great and mighty 
charge was the sum total all that was offered alledged 
against me. offered swear, that while enjoyed the pro- 
tection the State would all things duty 
good and faithful freeman. 

Would give intelligence to, nor take arms aid 
the troops the King Great Britain. And that had 
received letters protection since the war. 

But all this would not answer the purpose. 

have begged excused from swearing myself 
subject, till the Assembly had reconsidered whether 
ought subjects freemen. have hesitated take 


Oath Allegiance other States, who are bound oath 
us. 
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have refused swear that have received pro- 
tection from the King Great Britain, because every one 
who knows me, must know false. 

And for this now banished, and have half 
estate taken from me. the act provision made 
transport any that may thought enemies, but have 
estate means transport themselves, probably because 
found experience, that those who have the least 
lose, are always the best friends their country. 

will not take more your time, but embrace this 
seasonable opportunity, Gentlemen the Grand Jury, be- 
fore driven out this country, leave with you upon 
record, that opinion people can more miserable 
than those who may have laws made for them without any re- 
gard Constitution, who may judged without evidence 
the trial jury their peers, deprived liberty and 
property without any accusation made proved against 
them, who must submit their enemies their judges, and 
men, who without any disguise, alter the Constitution 
from which they derive their authority, and which they have 
sworn support, their rulers. 

punished for crime, even pretended com- 
mitted, always carries strong appearance injustice, but 
there may cases which banishment may greater 
injustice than hardship. 


ZUBLY. 
Savannah, Oct. 8th, 1777. 


should glad know upon what principle, 
natural, humane, divine, moral, legal, equitable conscien- 
tious, any jury upon oath, any impartial Barbarian, could 
possibly condemn man internal enemy, against 
whom crime has been alledged, whose veracity not dis- 
puted, and who offers solemnly swear not give any in- 
telligence to, nor take arms assist enemy, and all 
his duty good and faithful freeman the 

tate. 
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THE SCREVEN FAMILY. 


THE EDITOR. 


The record this family contains the names several 
representatives who fought nobly under the banner the 
Cross well goodly number who served patriotically 
under the banner their country. 

The first the name who holds place history 
this side the Atlantic was the Reverend William Screven, 
resident Kittery, Maine, whence removed South 
Carolina near the end the seventeenth century with his 
wife and children. She was before marriage Bridget Cutts. 
With the family came also part the Baptist congregation 
over which was the overseer. organized and was the 
pastor the first Baptist Church Charleston, and later 
went Georgetown where purchased home, and 
said was the original proprietor the land which 
that town built. wrote “An Ornament for Church 
Members,” work published after his death. 

William and Bridget Screven had son, Samuel, 
whom have very little knowledge; and this Samuel was 
the father James, who married Mary Smith, daughter 
the second Landgrave Thomas Smith, South Carolina, 
who was son Thomas Smith, Exeter, England, and his 
wife Barbara. 

James and Mary (Smith) Screven had two sons, John, 
who was Lieutenant the American Revolution, and 
James, the General, whose record glorious service the 
Revolution when lost his life most gallantly striving 
for the liberty the Colonies short distance from Mid- 
way Church, Georgia, has been fitly, though tardily, recog- 
nized the erection monument near the scene his 
death, and the naming fort Tybee Island and 
county this State for him. 

John, the son the first James and brother General 
James, married Elizabeth (Pendarvis) Bryan, widow 
Josiah Bryan who was the son the Jonathan Bryan whose 
name known through his service Georgia throughout 
long period her history both Colonial and Revolutionary. 
The John whom are now writing and his wife 
Elizabeth had son, known Major John Screven, who 
married Hannah Proctor, daughter Richard Proctor, son 
Stephen and Hannah (Simons) Proctor. 

The last mentioned couple (Maj. John and Hannah) 
were the parents Dr. James Proctor Screven, Savannah, 
Mayor the City, December 1856, October 19, 1857, 
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and alderman from 1836 1839, and again from 1849 
1854, and President the Savannah, Albany and Gulf 
Railroad which, after several changes name, part 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railway system. was for many 
years the beloved commander the Savannah Volunteer 
Guards, and his death his son John succeeded him. 
Another son, Thomas F., became captain one the 
that corps when was enlarged into bat- 
talion. 

John Screven was Mayor the City Savannah three 
times, and was President the Georgia Historical Society 
and the Georgia Society Sons the Revolution 
when died. had also been Vice-President the 
General Society the Sons the Revolution. 

James Proctor Screven married Hannah Georgia Bryan, 
daughter Joseph and Delia (Forman) Bryan. Joseph 
was the son Josiah Bryan who turn was the son the 
Jonathan Bryan whom have written above. Delia 
Forman, wife Joseph Bryan, was the daughter Gen- 
eral Thomas Marsh Forman, Rose Hill, Cecil County, 
Maryland. 

James Proctor and Hannah Georgia (Bryan) Screven 
were the parents Colonel John and Captain Thomas For- 
man Screven who have only recently passed away, and 
whom nothing need said, their lives were beyond 
censure, and are known many now living. They 
were both soldiers the War Secession with record 
which their relations may well proud. Their lives, 
from business and social standpoint, are all that could 
desired. 

The other children James and Hannah Screven 
married, and their descendants are numerous race, their 
offspring being well known people this day bearing, 
besides the original family name, the names other promi- 
nent families with which they intermarried. 

son General James Screven, Charles Odingsell 
Screven, entered the ministry and became preacher note 
the Baptist Church, and married widow Jones whom 
had son, Rev. James Screven, also Baptist minister. 
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NOTES. 


Through the courtesy the author, Mr. Alexander 
Lawton, Savannah, there lies our table copy his 
address “The Influence Religious Persecution 
Huguenot Colonization,” delivered before the Huguenot 
Society South Carolina, April 14th, 1916. 

have read every word it, and put down with 
feeling that the subject treated manner entirely 
original, refreshing and edifying. gem its way, 
and deserves wide circulation. have not space which 
specify its merits; but must make room remark the 
concluding words the writer. pertinently asks the 
question: “What Coligny had succeeded?” then suggests 
some startling changes history the event his success, 
which could only have presented themselves the mind 
thinker. 

feel also compelled, bringing this short notice 
close, quote the author’s eloquent peroration which, 
this time when our country has allied itself with England 
and France against Germany the great world war pecu- 
liarly appropriate: 

“Speculate may what might have been, revere 
may the virile Huguenots whose blood runs our 
veins, are content with our British traditions and our 
British institutions; but are not sorry reflect that 
fate had decreed for our country parentage that was not 
British, the affection and the sympathy which zealously 
accord those whose blood—the blood that thicker than 
water—courses through our own veins, would given 
France, beautiful, glorious France, where beauty en- 
throned one the cardinal virtues, where patriotism 


Since our March number was distributed have re- 
ceived the following publications: 

The Virginia Magazine History and Biography, 
April, 1917. 

The South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Maga- 
zine, January, 1917. 
The Iowa Journal History and Politics, April, 1917. 
The Minnesota History Bulletin, November, 1916. 
The Bulletin the University Georgia, March, 1917. 


Our readers will, are sure, delighted have 
agreeable language the account given this number the 
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taking the State authorities Fort Pulaski, the be- 
ginning the War Secession, and the capture that 
stronghold the Federal troops later period. are 
fortunate having this valuable contribution the his- 
tory those occurrences one who took active part 
both. Colonel Olmstead still with us, and has the 
faculty imparting, delightful manner, information 
events his active life. 

wish him long continuance life and good health, 
and hope favored with other contributions him 
the pages our periodical. 


The adjourned annual meeting the Georgia Historical 
Society was held, announced our March number, the 
21st that month, when, addition the reports the 
President and the Managing Committee the Telfair 
Academy Arts and Sciences, Mr. Alexander King, At- 
lanta, delivered the annual address. His subject was “Geor- 
gia’s Influence the Secession Movement,” and was 
treated scholarly manner. was foregone conclusion 
that his audience would charmed, and his production was 
matchless its historic, literary and intellectual features. 
The address has been printed the proceedings the So- 
ciety’s seventy-eighth annual meeting. 


The exact limits the boundary between our State and 
South Carolina, though defined the Commissioners who 
marked them and our Code, serve keep some people 
quandary, and legal advice sought whenever doubt 
arises the mind interested parties. many times the 
subject has been mentioned and ignorance shown the 
replies given laymen, that request was made for per- 
mission use our columns the strong legal document 
prepared the Hon. George Hillyer case where the 
matter was ably argued, and with his kind consent ap- 
pears this number. worthy careful reading, and 
will amply repay the reader. 


There are many places Georgia which are little known 
outside their immediate vicinity, but which much his- 
tory has been made. Summerville, recently taken into the 
corporate limits Augusta, has record worthy preserva- 
tion. Something has been told before, but the article 
Professor Lawton Evans many facts are given that 
prove the importance the part she has played well 
the usefulness the lives some her historic characters. 
The account interesting and the story well told. 
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the twenty-sixth April, Memorial Day, Mr. Otis 
Ashmore and the editor the Quarterly visited Sylvania, 
Screven County, invitation. compliance with pre- 
vious announcement Mr. Ashmore addressed the people 
the importance preserving history, and asked for the co- 
operation the citizens with the Georgia Historical Society 
the work collecting and preserving material relating 
the history the whole State. The editor made short 
talk, chiefly the Confederate Veterans. 

They were cordially received, and found the people much 
interested, many them expressing desire assist the 
work and become members the Society, several mak- 
ing application for membership. 

After dinner, which consisted all sorts good things 
eat, trip was made, automobile, over the points named 
connection with the battle Brier Creek, fought during 
the Revolution, and which Mr. Ashmore discussed his 

The names all the good people who were especially 
kind the visitors are too many listed; but Judge 
Overstreet, Mrs. Overstreet, Dr. Overstreet, 
and Messrs. Hobby, Walker and Twitty 
deserve place here. The last named has made and pub- 
lished splendid map Screven County, and presented 
copy the Historical Society. letter the editor 
pledges his support these words: hope ere long report 
the Society something that will material advantage 
Mr. Hobby, editor our paper here, who 
accompanied our trip the old battle grounds 
has agreed collaborate with the work.” 


ART NOTES. 


The recently organized “Telfair Art Association 
Savannah” has for its chief object the establishment and 
maintenance art school, under the auspices The 
Telfair Academy Arts and Sciences. 

The proposed school called “The Telfair School 
Applied and Fine Arts,” name which indicates the wide 
scope the school and expresses its obligation Miss 
Telfair and those who are carrying out the wishes the 
donor liberal spirit. 

The Association composed people interested the 
movement from many different points view, including 
artists and art lovers; public spirited citizens who feel that 
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Savannah offers unusual opportunities the student 
and those who wish see the city advance along educa- 
tional and cultural lines. 

The fact that the South, spite her great industrial 
awakening, has well established Art School between Bal- 
timore and New Orleans, seems make Savannah the logical 
place and this opportune time for the creation one. 

The recent visit Mr. Henry Turner Bailey Boston, 
gave great impetus local interest matters art, and 
added enthusiasm the plans for the Art School, three 
separate lectures which delivered the Academy large 
and delighted audiences. Mr. Bailey’s subjects were “The 
Enjoyment Pictures,” “The Enjoyment Colour,” and 
“The Enjoyment Common Things,” making under- 
stand more fully the relation art daily life. 

The Telfair Academy has subscribed generously the 
school and gives the use its Studios for classes. affords 
still further encouragement and inspiration the offer 
its fine old building with its splendid collection pictures 
and sculpture the home the new movement. 

While the Association has been obliged abandon all 
hope opening the Art School immediately account 
present war conditions, the interest being kept alive 
and the preliminary arrangements are all completed; the 
school could opened any time that the Board Mana- 
gers consider advisable. 

the meantime small but enthusiastic sketch class 
meets the Academy twice week draw and paint from 
the model; the interest thus stimulated and much good 
work being accomplished. 


ANNA BELLE 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 


the March number answered “Anxious Inquirer” 
concerning the officers Oglethorpe’s regiment, and, addi- 
tion the names those who were first commissioned, gave 
two more not mentioned the list taken from the “Book 
Army Commissions.” course changes were made from 
time time. now add those who should have 
place the roll honor Lieutenants Charles MacKay and 
Cadogan, Ensign Gibbon, and Ensign Stuart who was first 
Sergeant but was promoted the rank Second Ensign 
for distinguished service. Patrick MacKay mentioned 
terms make appear that was probably 
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W.—I have seen stated that Fort McAllister was 
built spot Bryan County called “Genesis Point.” 
This name seems odd one for settlement. there any 
story connected with its bestowal upon the place? 

The answer this query interesting. Soon after the 
settlement Georgia two men Charleston transacted 
considerable business here, and their name occurs the 
records “Jennys,” and “Jennis.” One them 
acquired land the Parish Saint Philip, now Bryan 
County, and the property was named for him. the Geor- 
gia Gazette for March 1774, Thos. Stone offered reward 
for the return two horses him his place the Great 
Ogeechee called “Jennis’ Point.” 


P.—I told that Nathan Brownson, Governor 
this State, made deathbed speech which was remark- 
able for its eloquence. Can you give his words? 

Nathan Brownson died Liberty County the month 
November, 1796, and his last words were “The scene 
now closing; the business life nearly over. have, 
like the rest fellow-creatures, been guilty foibles, 
but trust the mercy God pardon them, and His 
justice reward good deeds.” 


States tell where Governor George 
Troup buried and whether there monument over 
his grave. 

Governor Troup died April 26, 1856, while visit 
his Mitchell place, Montgomery County, and was buried 
Rose Mount, the same county, next the grave his 
brother, Robert Troup. have photograph his 
monument which granite, and has suitable in- 
scription. enclosed wall native sand-stone. 


me, please, something about the alpha- 
bet invented Indian for use among his people. 

George Guess, whose Indian name was Sequcyah, was 
and his alphabet was intended for use 
the Cherokees. consists eighty-five characters, each 
representing single sound. The inventor was born 1770, 
and died 1845, 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


the regular quarterly meeting the Society held 
Hodgson Hall May addition the routine business, 
consisting the reading and confirmation minutes pre- 
vious meetings, and the submission and approval the 
financial reports the Treasurer, the Chairman reported 
that the proceedings the Seventy-eighth Annual Meeting, 
including the address Mr. Alexander King, had been 
printed and distributed members. The Corresponding 
Secretary made verbal report the result recent visits 
made him Augusta, Atlanta, Athens, Macon, Columbus, 
Montgomery and Sylvania the interests the Society. 

special meeting the Board Curators held 
April 13, 1917, the President appointed committee com- 
posed the Corresponding Secretary and the Librarian for 
the purpose investigating the needs State Depart- 
ment Archives and History and the best means which 
such Department could established and maintained, and 
report the results their investigation the Society 
early practicable. The Corresponding Secretary read the 
report the Committee, copy which follows: 

“Your committee appointed investigate what steps 
should taken this Society for the purpose having 
established the Legislature Department Archives 
and History for Georgia, begs leave make the following 
report: 

unquestionably great need for Department 
Archives and History for Georgia preserve the perish- 
ing records our State, and make available the historic 
data now scattered and practically unknown. 

“The scope, organization, and cost such department 
will require careful investigation, and sufficient time should 
taken avail ourselves all the valuable experiences 
other states the establishment similar departments 
order that economy and efficiency may secured. 

“We therefore recommend that the representatives 
Chatham County the General Assembly requested 
secure the passage bill the next session the Legis- 
lature, directing the appointment Committee investi- 
gate fully the needs Department Archives and History 
for Georgia, and recommend the Legislature Act 
covering the scope, organization and cost such Depart- 
ment for our State.” 

The report was received and the meeting unanimously 
voted that the Committee take the matter with Repre- 
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sentative Lawrence and enlist his aid securing the 
passage appropriate bill the forthcoming session 
the Legislature 

The Librarian submitted some correspondence that had 
passed between himself and the postoffice authorities 
respect the classification and the postage rates 
paid for handling the Quarterly through the mails. 
was unanimously voted that Senator Hoke Smith’s advice 
sought, with view having the Quarterly admit- 
ted the mails second-class matter. 

Mr. Gordon gave notice, accordance with 
Article the Constitution, his intention move the 
for meeting the requirements the Postoffice Department 
respect the desired classification the Quarterly 
second-class mail matter. 

The following gifts were presented and ordered ac- 

photographic reproduction “The Rape Bethesda,” 
rare book much curious interest, presented Mr. 
Leonard Mackall; “Thomas Jefferson, Architect,” pre- 
sented Mrs. Coolidge, Jr., Boston; Map 
Screven County, presented Mr. Twitty, Sylvania, 
Georgia. 

was reported the meeting that the Curators had, 
their regular meeting held May elected the following 
new members: 


Dr. Overstreet, Sylvania, Ga. 
Mrs. Overstreet, Sylvania, Ga. 
Mr. Walker, Sylvania, Ga. 
Mr. Hobby, Sylvania, Ga. 
Mr. Twitty Sylvania, Ga. 
Mr. Andrew Cobb, Athens, Ga. 


Mrs, Mabel Gordon Leigh, London, England. 


The following names were proposed for membership 
and they were unanimously elected: 


Mr. Hunt Chipley, Atlanta, Ga. 
Mr. Shepard Bryan, Atlanta, Ga. 

Rt. Rev. Warren Candler, Atlanta, Ga. 
Miss Mary Elvira Cook, Columbus, Ga. 
Rt. Rev. Frederick Reese, Savannah, Ga. 
Mr. Van Hoose, Rome, Ga. 

Mr. Parks, Milledgeville, Ga. 
Mr. Napier, Macon, Ga. 
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Mr. Felton Hatcher, Macon, Ga. 


Mr. Jos. Hall, Macon, Ga. 
Malcolm Jones, Macon, Ga. 
Judge Felton, Macon, Ga. 
Mr. Eugene Anderson, Macon, Ga. 
Judge Dupont Guerry, Macon, Ga. 
Anderson, Macon, Ga. 


meeting the Board Curators was held May 24th, 
when the following members were elected: 


Stanton, 
Harry Reed, 
John Bennett, 
Crawley, 

Summerall, 
Thos. Parker, 
Knight, Sr., 
Hugh Benton. 
Miller, 

Sweat, 

Cooper, 
Archibald Smith, 
Mrs. Green, 


Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 
Waycross Ga. 
Waycross, Ga. 


Atlanta, Ga. 


Washington, Ga. 
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NECROLOGY. 


HENRY CUNNINGHAM. 


Early the morning May 9th, Mr. Henry Cun- 
ningham, who held continuous membership the Georgia 
Historical Society since the September, 1866, departed 
this life. From the day his election until within few 
weeks his demise was active participant all 
the Society’s affairs. was for many years member 
the Board Curators. took unflagging interest the 
Telfair Academy Arts and Sciences which the Society 
the trustee. will greatly missed. will hard 
fill the vacancy caused his death. Truly may said 
that him there was 


combination and form indeed 


Where every god did seem set his seal 
give the world assurance man.” 
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MRS. NELLIE KINZIE GORDON. 
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